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The Methodist Church 

BISHOP JAMES CANNON. jR. 

24 NORTH ALLEN AVENUE 

Richmond, Va. Jan. 22, 1941 
vr. Robert S. Speer, 
,0 Fifth Avenue, 
Tew York, N* Y. 

Jear Dr^ Speer: 

It is very rarely that I do not agree with your views and your statement of your 
7iews, but while I agreed with you in your general statements at the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of the Church Peace Union on Thursday,the 16th, and while, like your¬ 
self, I could not sign the paper which Dr. Atkinson road, because I .thought .the proposed 
Conference was impractical,! could not agree with your statement concerning President 

^iilson, in which you attributed the failure of the United States Senate to ratify the 
would have carried the United States into the League of Nations, partly to 

^-CiJresident Wilson*s stubbornness and self-will. 
I do not know whether you talked with President Wilson concerning the Peace Treaty 

r n^t. I had two conversations with him, one in Washington right after the appeal 
^ly ex-President Taft, President Lowell and others had been made, and later in Los An- 

■;eles, California, on September 20, 1919* President Wilson was then on a speaking tour 
hich ended in his physical collapse, and spoke at a dinner at the Hotel Alexandria, Los 
:ngeles. I sat as one of the guests of honor (being then the Bishop in charge of our 
fork in Los Angeles) within a few feet of the President. I never heard him speak with 
lore earnestness,and more evident sincere conviction. The most important section of the 
ipeech was in the following sentences: 

"For the first time in the history of civilized soceity a great International Conven- 
ion, made up of the leading® statesmen of the world, has proposed a settlement which is 
‘or the benefit of the weak, and not for the benefit of the strong. It is for the benefit 
f peoples who could not have liberated themselves, whose weakness had been traded in 
y every Cabinet in Europe; and yet these very Cabinets,represented at a table in Paris, 
■ere unanimQUS in the conviction that it was not their right to dispose of the fortunes 
\f people without the consent of those people themselves*—At the front of this great 
ettlement they put the only thing that will preserve it. You can not set weak people 

;'P in independence, and then leave them to be preyed upon. If you have a really humane 
- urpose, and a real knowledge of the conditions of peace in the world, you will have to 
^ay *This is the settlement and we guarantee its continuance*. There is only one honor- 
' ble course when you have won a cause, to see that it stays won, and that nobody inter¬ 
feres with, or disturbs the results. That is the purpose of the much discussed Article X. 
n the Covenant of the League of Nations. *** Under Article X. all the members of the 
eague engaged to respect and preserve as against external aggression, the territorial 

'v’ltegrity and existing political independence of the other member states, and if that 
uarantee is not forthcoming the ifn. ole structure of peace will crumble.*** The whole 
reedom of the world not only, but the whole peace of mind of the world depends upon the 

. hoice of America, because without America in this arrangement, the world will not be re¬ 
assured." 

After the address I had the privilege of talking with him for about five minutes. 
J was greatly impressed by the intensity of his feelings, and his absol ute sincerity 
in his conviction that the proposed reservations would defeat the very purpose of the 

|k)venant of the League of Nations. He put his finger upon the real issue, whether the 
iJnited States should withdraw from European affairs and become Isolationist, or whether, 
jhaving gone into the War to make the world safe for Democracy, that we should accept our 

Jresponsibility to see that when a War was won that it should stay won. He drew from his 
^|'ck0t,and read the proposed form of reservation with reference to Article X, and said 
^^/^t if the United States insisted upon such a reservation, that would mean that it refused 

carry any part of the same responsibility that the other members of the League would 
•^*^**7# and he was absolutely sincere in saying to mo that to enter the League of Nations 

such a special footing would place our country in almost a cowardly position, and 

if- 
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i 
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would minimize our influence for any effective service. 
I must say that sbuct the impression made upon me by President Wilson was not that 

of stubborness or of self-will, but of an intense conviction that the proposed reservation 
would be fatal to“the effectiveness of the League of Nations* He felt that if the 
United States relieved itself from the obligations of Article X. that the whole idea of 
an International Police to enforce the decisions of the League would be practfcally 
eliminated* 

It so happened that beginning with I9I8 I was in Europe every sumaier until 1957# 
and I was present at the first Assembly of the LesLgue of Nations, and at the first’day of 
the Assembly for twelve years* It so happened that Sir Robert Cecil and Prof. Gilbert 
llurray represented South Africa from time to time* In I925 (I think it was) I was 
stopping at the same hotel with Prof* iviurray, who had married the daughter of the Coiintess 1 

of Carlisle, and I was fairly intimate with the family, and greatly enjoyed my associa¬ 
tion with Prof, ftkirray* He walked with me to the’train the night I was leaving for Paris, • 
and said to me,in really solemn tones, "The United States Senate‘which failed to ratify "j 
the Peace Treaty, bringing the United States into the League of Nations, w^^ll be obliged 
to meet a great responsibility at the bar of history* It was President Wilson who 
brought the Covenant of the League to Paris* 'It was President Wilson who secured the 
insertion of the Covenant of the League as part of the Treaty* Having won the War, he 
wanted America to secure/Jermanent peace agency* He gave his life in an effort to se’cure j 
the cooperation of the other Nations, and the United States in this League of Nations j 
which v/e now have* He was right in opposing the rerservations which were offered. They would 
have prevented the effective cooperation of the United States with the other Nations in the! 
League* Were the United States a member of the League I should have no fear as ■bo the 
future, for with Great Britain, the Dominions, the Scandinavian countries, Switzerland, 
Czechoslovakia, and,generally,France,joined together the Treaty of Versailles could | 
be suitably modified, and permanent world peace be assured*" 

I do not know that this letter will in any way change your views about President | 
Wilson* You may have studied the matter very carefully before reaching those xisxE con- I 
elusions about President^ Wilson, but I feel so strongly that he was a martyr to a great I 
cause, and that had hie position been ratified by the Senate we would have had no Hitler, I 
or the present War, that I am writing to you thus freely and fully* I 

With high regard, I 



Dear Mr. Speer: If I had a million dollars which I at all could 
spare, I should give it rockledge 
^rou WITH HTSXJttiSSSIHXiEi lakevi LLE, Connecticut 

PLEASURE. YOUR WCRK DESERVES IT. To "Black OUT the Bible" 
is to WHITE-LIGHT HELL. PRECISELY WHAT THE WARMAKERS AND WAR¬ 
MONGERS, PCREIGN AND AMERICAN, NOW ARE DOING. I have not a mil¬ 
lion dollars, not even a million cents, I 
can spare. THE NEW DEAL HAS SEEN TO THAT.^^^^^^y 21, 1941 
Every penny I can spare, and every otmce of wit and energy I 
can muster, are going out day-by-day against those forces which 
RIGHT NOW are PUSHING US TOWARD DISASTER. 

With hi^ respect and with affection, I am. 

Sincerely, 

Dear Mr. Bell; EDWARD miCE BELL 

Kr. 2dward Price Bell 
^•^errywood 
Gulfport, Kiss, The Reverend Doctor 

Robert Elliott 
Speer, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

During the critical days through vdiich our world is now passing 
there must be no blackout of the Bible anyvdiere. It is the one Book 
that brings an eternally valid message of comfort, hope, and both 
national and personal guidance. But it cannot bring its message 
unless it is in men’s hands. 

War is ravaging the lands vdiich support the British and For¬ 
eign Bible Society, the Bible Society of Scotland, and the historic 
Netherlands Bible Society. Alone among the large Bible Societies the 
American Bible Society operates freely — the only one imfettered by 
the bonds of war. The folder enclosed tells why our Society must se¬ 
cure at least 150,000 at once to begin an urgent emergency service. 

To raise such a fund in times like these will not be easy. In 
order that this may be done the cooperation and support of all Chris¬ 
tian people must be cheerfully given. So pressing are the needs that 
every member of the Society’s staff in the United States has made a 
contribution in order that Scriptures may immediately be sent to war 
prisoners and refugees. 

As one interested in the progress of the v^ole Christian enter¬ 
prise you are earnestly requested to give generously to this iinergency 
Fund, /m envelope for your convenience is enclosed. . 

R^S:LR 
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February 10, 1941* 

Dr, Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Robert,- 

Your letter of January 17th has been on my desk for some 
v;eeks. About the time it came I thought I had gotten practically over 
the trouble that I had had for a month previous to that but unfortunately 
I got a relapse which put me to bed for another ten days. Perhaps the 
cause of my relapse was that they were giving me a series of X-ray treat¬ 
ments which I had taken daily for eight days. Evidently that proved to 
be more than I could stand. My heart began to behave in a most irregu¬ 
lar sort of fashion and the only thing to do was to go to bed, I have 
not yet gotten my strength back but it is coming daily and I am very glad 
and thankful to be around again. 

One of the things I had in mind all the time I was laid up was 
the reorganization here in the East of the old Laymen's Missionary Move¬ 
ment. At the meeting which I had hoped that you. Do Mott and some others 
might attend on the 19th of December they appointed Dr. Schieffelin and 
myself to interview John Foster Dulles in the hope that ?/e might get him 
to become Chairman of the reorganized Movement, V/e never were able to 
get to him but through Roswell Barnes and George Richards we learned that 
he could not possibly think of undertaking it in view of two very import¬ 
ant pieces of work which he had undertaken for the Federal Council of 
Churches and he is likely, I understand, to be part of a Commission going 
to Japan at an early date so that v/e have given up that thought. We are 
now thinking of iMr. Harper Sibley as a man prominently known in the coun¬ 
try and interested in the missionary cause. 

We v/ere not able to secure Dr. Judd as secretary which we had 
hoped to do and we are still looking for somebody for that important posi¬ 
tion. ViHiile I was at home turning things over in my mind it occurred to 
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me that perhaps Emory Ross, the new Secretary of the Foreign Missions 
Conference, whom you knov/ somewhat I think, might for the time being 
take on the secretaryship of the Laymen's Missionary Movement along with 
the Foreign Missions Conference work and help us to get the thing or¬ 
ganized and do some running around regarding it that I could not do and 
that there is nobody else tD do that I know of. This is just a passing 
thought, I do not know whether it would meet with the approval of the 
little Executive Committee group that got together on December 19th to 
plan matters. Ross is a very active chap and a very good organizer. It 
was he who arranged, as you know, for that missionary convocation which 
we had last spring, 

I would be very glad to get any suggestions that may come to 
you with regard to the reorganizing of this Laymen’s Movement. It cer¬ 
tainly was never more needed than it is to-day. Who is there among all 
the men you know in New York or vicinity that would be the right man for 
chairman and also do you think of the right sort of man for secretany? 

You know, I think, that when Dr. Compton was here some couple 
of months ago or more he openly said that he thought that the headquar¬ 
ters of the Laymen's Missionary Movement ought to be back in New York, 
and our friend Michel wants to resign when the proper time comes so that 
the way would be open for us to set up a real Laymen's Missionary Movement 
again. 

I hope that Mrs. Speer, and you, and your family have kept Tirell 
through these recent v^eeks when there has I 

V/ith very vfarm regards, I am 

Yours sincerely 



•4C 

■ ♦ 

1 

! -• 

enoi.sJM -Jc ci't'*-1^»8 "«« *<i# 

akt>=.'c.p:%i, qXed to' d.o. •2n.«W> f ^Xl«t 
bee oB ioa fcluoo T^edd ii salfriosert bm«m sfcin^i if boa WsX<»a 

Trij iQ IjsTOKid* JEddi" isem tXdow.Ji -vammilw «Qai ^n oB I 

■dX ? 'S<W <?»>«» 'P®» » at 
gr,tHm ho«.JOo?aor ^«*wole.!lr -to} , «>»■ ucx ea^.Bas-^ *^-prfd »d a^ 

<• l»# • • 

«Vt ec.-.^ 1»«I tf«St fJoXdasMtra b^XB w* f„ .„v 

m 5i»«« 6«SJ.eiS'S^ . v|^«^-.8'i « <iai+ t-«^n ew 
-ol- tm .tditi 9*t> a>*.sij=crf JWS lo iwT 

’ TtiAtMofa .♦TO!.'fiHei' ■* lo iUdS u<Jt Ob ce a to -<ija-tl^ 
^ 'r ^ 'Mr; */' 'I# 

>'91' 

■tri 

« imm 

<^1^000 i^Tj/ l^ia, ^inidj"! ,w8(r’Si^'', 
view oi^ flOir. lo "tli 

.!•• A 

,11-05*€9?! n-^. ilpflrf 9<^ 0^ l^oi/naihuB 
o^ aottoo wrrifto^io^ ne/iiri^i5£>^ evt -xuo 

v'i^'c*©iG3l?i.^’n«^^ Isei ^ qir o^ w/ lol ae^ o ^ bJiio^r 

3»; 
"t r ik 

i V 

ti»% 9V**ri ^ w \Jrf* 
* << ii^riw S3ie9w iJi»oa^ ;'a«cW d^ucrtit^ 

H 

8'UJOT 

cfi I ta£)Te^9T i«j?w 

. • - 

'J 

’* 

■ • •> :Mi 



r 
*0 

4), jWemurial (lll]nrcl] 
REVEREND CHARLES E. GUICE, D. D., Minister 

McCOMB, MISS. 

February 10, 1941 

Dr. Robert D. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

At the recent meeting of the LcComb Ministers’ 
Association ytq indulged in a general discussion of 
the Preaching Mission. All of the ministers ex¬ 
pressed not only their great appreciation for the 
inspiring messages you brought to them, but also 
their high regard for you. 

I was asked by unanimous vote to express the 
thanks of the entire group for your coming to 
McComb^ for the inspiration and help you gave the 
ministers, and for v/hat you meant to our coinmimity. 
VTe tliank God for your coming and pray for His rich¬ 
est blessings upon you. 

There is no v/ay for me personally to tell you 
hovf much it meant to me to hear you during the da^'S 
that you were here and to be associated with you. 

liVith all good wishes, I am 

CEG.sv 

Very si] 
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SEVENTH AND BOSTON 

TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

REV. C. KERR, Pastor 

February 15, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Robert: 

It was certainly a sight for sore eyes to 
receive your kind letter. Mrs. Kerr has 
been reading my mail to me and, not being 
accustomed to good writing, she stumbled 
over some of the words in yours I But 
I didn’t have any trouble reading it as I 
am familiar v»ith the hand-writing of 
preachers like Dr. Hawley of Park College 
and other si 

It has been very difficult for Mrs. Kerr 
and me to adjust our thinking to what life 
will be like after the first of April 
but we are going to make the best of it. 
I believe the Lord has something in store 
for us. I do believe it was a wise 
step to take for the sake of the church and 
for my physical condition.. 

You will never know v/hat an inspiration you 
have been to me in my ministry through these 
many years. God bless you, Robert. May the 
Lord spare you in strength for many years 
to come. 

I am slowly recovering from the attack of 
arthritis and expect to be in my pulpit again 
tomorrov/. 

Sincerely yours. 

CWK: M 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ROSWELL C. LONG, Pastor 

EUPHEMIA GORDON. DIRECTOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

GREENWOOD, SOUTH CAROLINA 

3-1-41 

r* Robert E. Gpeer, 
are Dr• J .M.A1exandar 
39 Anderson Street 
ayetteville iT.C. 

ear Doctor 

■gain I thank you for myself and for our Church and Comnunity 
'or the great good you have done and for the inspiration of 
our presence in the city and in this church, 

■t is a rich benediction that v/ill abide,that in Dod*s good 
rovidence you have been our friend and counselor for God 
through these days, 

^oxt time you come 1 trust that you may bring Mrs, Speer -vith 
In the meantime,may the Aord continue to richly bless you 

In your ministry at Fayetteville and all other appointments. 

[ shall appreciate it if you will give my personal regards and 
Dost v/ishes to my dear friend,Fohn Alexander, 

, f 





I 





REV. JOHN M. ALEXANDER 

209 ANDERSON STREET 

FAYETTEVILLE. N. C. 

March 8, 19^1. 

Mrs, Robert E* Speer, 
Lakeville, Conn, 

Dear Mrs, Speer, 

I am sur^ that you arc anxious to get 
further news of Dr, Speer s condition. 

He Insisted on preaching last night, and I have 
never heard him when he was In better voice. The message 
was warm and vibrant and there was not the slightest hitch 
in Its delivery, I took him to the train this noon to go 
on to Georgetown. He seemed In perfect condition again and 
would have carried his heavy suitaase had I not taken it 
and given it to a red cap. 

It is his firm conviction that this was just a 
lapse of memory such as he had on one or two former occa¬ 
sions, I wish I were so sure. 

The first indication that anything was wrong 
was when he repeated an illustration. Then as he was 
developing the meaning of the word "Master" as contained 
in the third New Testament word so translated, he repeated 
several times, and then stopped. Not being able to recall 
the rest of that he started on the fourth word. By that 
time I saw that he had turned pale and I went to his side 
and asked him if he were ill. He insisted that he was not 
and tried to go on. 

By this time he was gripping the pulpit and may 
have fallen had not two of us helped him back to his 
chair. By that time he was ashen white, his hands were 
cold, and he was so rigid he could hardly sit down, I am 
sure that he was dizzy. However he never lost consciousness 
and he quite revived after a dose of spirits of am^nia. 

Doctors had come to the church and had taken 
his pulse and blood pressure. The pressure was low, but 
not alarmingly so. After he revived he wanted to walk to 
the hotel two blocks away, but one of our physicians. Dr. 
McFadyen, drove by in his car and asked him to get in. He 
took him to his office and made a more careful examina¬ 
tion, Dr. Speer discouraged any efforts to get Dr. Rainey 
to see him. 
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REV. JOHN M. ALEXANDER 

209 ANDERSON STREET 

FAYETTEVtLLE. N. C. 

The physicians who examined him seem convinced 
that there is some heart Involvement. How serious this 
may be could not be discovered under the circumstances. 
We all hope it Is slight, but there is a chance it may 
be more serious than it appears. It Is for that reason 
that I am writing you at length. 

I hope you can get him to have a thorough 
check-up as soon as possible. He should not carry that 
heavy suitcase. 

All in my family love Dr, Speer, It is this 
affection that leads me to presume to write as I have. 

May God bless and preserve all of you and yours. 
We are praying His care over your son-in-law In Britain, 

Most cordially yours, 
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Joint, vise., Maten 10,1941. 

I^obert S. ^peer. ' 
i 

Lwicevllle, coHi-. j 
c 

My dear Doctor; j 
It 

Your letted contuinincs "liuare must oe no olucjtout 

of tne Boole** cair^ to Oana. ineffpurpose of y6ur letter is r.jost cornmsnd- 
i 

aOle. But tae title sut^t^ests ©iliotaer mAch 1 liave ver/ re¬ 

cently leameC of, a«^inely tnat sale of aioles in Uiis'countars^ to 

tne putllc Has recently slumpted’ seriously, ails Inforrjatlon ooraes 

not in any rouna-acout way out ffom the puDllstiers thesiselver-. This 

constitutes an extraorainarily serious situation, i have read that 

} 

} 

the Gideons have bouglit arxl gl en out *350,000 copies of Uic Bible, 

out P'uch gifts does not mean anvf groat a.rount of reaalr*g of Uie Bible. 
f- 

’^hut couiits l3 -^hen indiviauals purciiase wittae purpose of reading.An 

eminent writer said a good many years ago that the Bible was the most 

widely found but least rec^d book in i^ie ;/orld. Even this could not 
t. 

be said now. 

/ 
/ 

f 

If one listens to speakers for a nurnbera of years past hd Is forced • • 

to the conclusion that ti^e Bible is exercising a very llritea influence 

on great masses, of AmerlCv^ns. Fastors spend inuch of their In de- 

i 

fending Christianity instead of pre^diing it. Will Ourent in the Sat* 

uxuay Evening Post wrote on •fhe Crisis in Ciiristianlty . seemed 
it 

to regreat making tm statonants he did, but his tlie talk of a 
’ A- f. 

man impressed with the wealsness of the presentation of the Chlrstlan 

Cc^se. "Writers on rell^jlous education tlo^tue tue hosje, ti^ scaool, % 
V » 

the pucllc. the ‘^orld ^ar, movies^an^ many otoer iaflaenoes out 
t* 

it neve has occurred to any of them that they should blvi^^e then- 
•. I ' , 

selver. The fact is that Protestant HelitUous Education Is and rias 
i , 

been soaruablously weak. iYiink of a subject like relifilon < nd morals 
V ■. 
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^ 1/50 as much time as is taken by secular education, or 1/7 as much 

time as Catholics devote to it^and lastly less than 1/7 as much money as 

they spend on it. Think of a study that has 167 1/2 hours between 

lessons. The cost of Protestant religious education is extremely small, 

since in most cases the church building is used, officers and teacherw 

give their services without pay, the textbooks are mere pamphlets 

thrown away when used and often long beforehand which all told con¬ 

tain only a very small part of the Bible matter. Then the great body 

of teachers axe more or less untrained,, attendance on the part of 

both teachers and pupils is irregular, often very irregular/ . Grad¬ 

uates of Sunday schools have little more than a kindergarten knowl" 

edge of the Bible and their lieves and interests show this . I re¬ 

cently heard the pastor of a strong Presbyterian church in a suburb 

of Philadelphia say to a full congregation maae up of an excellent 

proportion of men that his members did not know what Prescyterianism 

meant nor what what Christianity itself meant, though they were all 

well educated people. I was amazed at his saying it, but I thought he 

knew from experience what he was talking about. 

How could all this happen ?Well it would seem that our Sunday Schools 

just grew like Topsy. It grew along the lines of least resistance. And 

once in existence it was taken for granted that whatever is is right. 

Also all this is in the face of the fact that Protestants, Presbyte- 

iT^lns prominent in the list^ are bhe best gi lers to benevolences in the 

world. 

Why is it that the mass of Chritians have no more than a kinder¬ 

garten knowledge of Chritianity, why is it that there are so few mil 

itant Chritians that will fight against the evils in politics,in busi¬ 

ness, in social life, they see all around them ? W ell the education 

they got in the Sunday School was so unsatisfactory that they dropped 

out of Sunday School at the very time the public school had prepared than 
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to recLd the Bible through and study its doctrines, and the history 

of the Christian church.. It was the Catholic Priests that straightned 

out the movies and not the Protestants.. W hy have we party machines 

that run the politics of most of our large cities ? Certainly no 

militant Christaintty would stand for it. Even the President qf the 

united States used these machines in the last election. llj^hy is it 
/ 

that selfishness is controlling the votes of manymillions of voters . 

I have been a teacher and am now retired having taught 55 

years. I was connected with the school, State Teachers College 

located here for 43 years and have been out of work now for 4 years. 

I have been an elder in the Presbyterian Church for over 50 

years. I enclose as evidence that I am not in my dotage a circular 

of a book I finished a year ago which is calculated to show that 

the secular school has serious weaknesses. In a Teachers College I 

naturally had my attention drawin to methods of instruction and into 

my hands came an Illinois School Journal which pointed out that gradu¬ 

ates of the Sunday School kn®w little of the Boble, its stories, 

teachings^ and moral lessons. Though I had been teaching for a quarter 

of a century in bolfyh school band Sunday school, for some 

reason I had not thought much aboutthe weakness of the Sunday School . 

Once I oegaan thinking about the matter I thought I saw what was the 

matter. In Mach 1909 an article of mc)ne covering this subject 

was published in the Educational Review, then edited by Nicholas Murray 

Butler. The Literary Digest gave a page review of the article and 

the Christian Herald devoted three pages to attacking it. I 

was greatly puzzled over this last till I finally concluded that the 

Herald looked upon the Sunday school merely as a device to hold children 

in line ceui till they could be converted and that solved the 

whole problem of Christian living. In myaartivle I declared if the 

methods and matter of Sunday School wor-i were not greatly impvrovd 
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the church itself and the country would pay a terrible price for its 

mistake. Though I am neither a prophet nor the sone of a prophet 

it seemed plain to me what would happen if great improvement were 

not made. Education is self activity on the part of learners 

and that is what our pr/es1?ant relgigous education fails to get out 

of learners.. That is why persons know so little about the bBbble. They 

never put any work on learning it. Teacher telling is the |ioorest form 

of instruction. It gives a generalization without either induction 

or deduction. 

But I did not stop with finding fault . I selected a course of study 

dividing the whole Bible into 36 reading lessons, and indi-cating 

omissions of unimportant parts. I called for pupils reproducing whhat 

they read and memorizing the most important texts. This course was 

followed by a study of doctrines using a concordance for guidance and 

cross references to add to it. The whole was offered to the A.J. Holman 

Co. who published it^ditions of the Bible. 

The Boards were offered this course or urged to write one like it. 
OLje. 

It was sent to a dozen Boards and only acknowledged receipt of my 

letter.Now I always get letters from business houses when I know they 

have nothing to gain by so doing. It seemed to me this discourtesy 

was about as unchristian as anything could be. 

I sent out 3000 letters to pastors ofeering churches the use of 

such a course for some of their classes. But the churches seemed to be 
5-0 

wedded to the pamphlets that the response was negligible. 
A 

The point is if you do not train pupils how to read the Bible and 

have them actually read the book, they are quite sure never to form 

the habit of reading it. There is sound psychology in this view. 

Dr. Clarke of Nashville, Tenn. published my views of religious eaction 

in his paper. No response. I got our Winnebago Presbytery to memorialize 

ihe General Assembly ^ years ago to use the Bible as a 
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the General Assemhly to put the Bihle a regualr text in the Sun — 

day School. I learned afterwards the subject was considered in 

the Assembly and it was reported that the topic would be looked into. 

I think nothing came of it. 

Now it might seem that I am praising myself for what I did. But 

from the standpoint of getting results I have been a most miserable 

failure^and of course I feel that way about it. Under the circumstan¬ 

ces I can see no reason why I should have any sense of satisfaction 

other than that I satified my won conscience. 

When I was in he East recently I noted the Philadelphia papers talk 

ed of a movement to awaken the church. Stanley Jones was the first 

speaker. Now it seems to me that the reform of religion and 

religious must come from the bottom up and not from the top down. 

Of one thing I am sure. The Fundamentalists must give up their 
(o' 

stand that everyone must come have their view of the Bible . l\hat 
A 

they need to learn is to allow others to have what views they care to 

accept . The skeptics base their argument on the Fundamentalist positioi 

that if they can find one thing wrong with the Biblical narrative, 

the whole falls to the tround,*-a most irrational view. 

The public generally ^thinks it must accept the Fundamientalist 

view if they are to be Christians, and refuses to become Christians 

on this basis. I think I am right in saying few know of the modernfet 

view. I read in the papers that nearly all the Episcopal clergy are mod"* 

ernists but say nothing or little about thier position. Pronably 
sM oil 

that is true of a great number of tne Protestant clergy. But we have 
/V 

an impasse in Christianity so long as the modernist view is not publici'^ - 

^ed. There has been a great slump from the dchurch since the Dayton 

Trial in 1925. Why ? Because the people know so little about the Bible 

that they thought the skeptics must be in the right. Here was a great 

religion,that had affected the lives of billions, that raised civilizz- 
tion to its highest pitch, that had hundreds of millions ^^ducated 
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memiDers all over the world, should he considered to have lost all 

of its good qualities because forsooth it seemed to have been bested 

in the Baton Trial \ Only utter ignorance of Christianity explains 

why millions of persons lost their interest in religion after that tri 

al.. Unquestionably our present civilization has much that is good in 

it but most is a carry over from earlier times. 

From my point of view the home as it exists today is the product 

of a weak religious education. I am informed by those who ought to know 

that the secular school as it exists today has grave elements of 

w’eak Bess in it. Youikdoes not want to get hard lessons, wants things 

made easy. That is not progress; it is retrogression. Teachers ass 

well as pupils are affected b^ the same tendency. All this dan come 

from a weak religious education. 

It seems to me very strange that no religious leaders are coming 

forward who know what is the matter with the church and its educatpmA^ 

I see no great hope for the immediate future until such leaders 

do appear. The so-called new Osford Movement is a weak reed. 

It is hard to make and keep the world Christian. That is plain 

from what we see in Europe today, and we see what happens when it , 

lections or peoples lose their faith in Christianity and adopt 

the doctrine of NoetzAche. People blame the Versailles treaty for what 

has happened. But Hitler would have succeeded without it in 

trying to make Germany a superstate by one crook or another. 

I am sure Christianity will come into its own in the process of 

time. But a vast amount of suffering may be avoided if that time comes 

soon. 

The blackout of the Bible seems to me a situation of the whole 

people rather than^those dislocated from their usual pursuits. 

Do you not think I may be right in mv contention ? 

Very sincerely yours 

Jos.v^ollins 



In reading over the foregoing I find I have omitted the plan 

proposed in the article of 1909. A three hour session was called for 

on Sunday morning.( ¥ny not ^ The state gives the church all day Sun- 

d^ay and the church does not use it. The best qualified teachers 

available should be hired and paid well for doing the teaching. One 

of these teachers should be assigned to theevangelistic work. The Bible 

itself including maps, dictionary and concordance whould be used for 

classes far enough along to read it readily. Graduates of this Sunday 

School should know the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and be mil¬ 

itant Christians.. Notice Saturday is a day of rest in this plan. 

Since writing the foregoing the papers have been talking of the 

Gideon project to give every soldier a Bible. But will these Bibles 

be read by those vmo have never formed any Bible reading habit! Will 

the soldiers know how to read their Bibles intelligently T/' Will 

they not need guidance. 
j - 

An explanation of the typig is due the reader. I have not had cen- 

trj^ve vision in either ^ye for over a quarter of a century. I do not 

see what I write and must correct sheets after they are taken out of 

the machine and this correcting is likely toOlverlook numberous unintei 

tional errors. 



(■Reprinted from March, 1925 “EDUCATION”. 

Religious Education—A New Start 
JOSEPH V. COLLINS, STEVENS POINT, WISCONSIN. 

«mifflflu«UHinninm|T is said on good authority that twenty-seven 

I I millions in this country are today receiving no 

I I I religious instruction. With this statement may 

I * I coupled an equally shocking one, namely that 

|]iiiiuiiiiiiaiiuuuuBi Sunday School are getting 
I I religious education of a most superficial and 
I I unsatisfactory character. Probably one of the 
<»nnniiiniinnniiminco principal reasons why the twenty-seven millions 

are not seeking this education is because of its inferiority. 
Now the weakness in present-day religious instruction is 

not found in the Helps provided by our various Boards: it is 
not found in a lack of the spirit of service on the part of the 
workers, or of indifference on the part of pastors and church 
authorities; the trouble does not lie in the unwillingness of 
the church to provide the funds needed to procure religious 
instruction for both old and young; neither does it lie in the 
fact that we do not have workers enough; finally the trouble 
with religious education is not due to the worldiness of the 
masses, but the worldiness of the masses is largely due to 
the present form of religious instruction! 

Look at present nation-wide condition. Bandits, kidnapers, 
profiteers of all sorts, lawbreakers of many species, and pro¬ 
letarian radicals are on every hand. Society, almost wholly 
bent on pleasure, soon becomes sated with each new interest 
and is constantly demanding something more outrageous. All 
this shows just one thing. Secular education even with its 
thousands of facets refiecting our Christian civilization is 
failing on the moral side. The fact is that the hope of the 
nation lies in effective religious education. But our religious 
education stands today where it stood sixty years ago as re¬ 
gards two main features—organization and time given to 
Bible study. The nation’s house is on fire and we are using 
the bucket brigade to put the fire out! 



The state gives the church one day in seven for religion 
and the church takes about twenty minutes of this time (allow¬ 
ing for losses) for study of Bible truths, the teaching being 
mostly of the weak didactic form at that. These study periods 
are separated by 167 2/3 hours intervals. No wonder there 
is lack of continuity in the work and a dearth of results. 
What is needed, what is essential, is a half day (3 hour) ses¬ 
sion conducted along the lines of the secular school, with a 
relatively small number of far better trained teachers in 
charge. The evangelistic side of the instruction by this plan 
can be looked after by the ablest workers in the church reach¬ 
ing all of the members of schools. In such Sunday Schools 
the studying necessary would be done in school and with the 
powerful incentive that all the other pupils were studying at 
the same time. Thus the present difficulty of getting the chil¬ 
dren to study their lessons would be done away with, to the 
great relief of all concerned. Sundays so spent would no 
longer be the bug-bear they often have been in the past. 

If the Sunday School were organized and conducted as it 
should be the state might easily be induced to make attendance 
on it compulsory for all children except those whose parents 
reported themselves as “conscientious objectors.’ The nation’s 
leaders see the dire need of this education and could persuade 
the country of the absolute necessity of securing it. But we 
may be sure the state will never make compulsory attendance 
on so inferior an institution as the present-day Sunday School. 

The obligation to improve religious education should weigh 
very heavily on the consciences of leaders of the Protestant 
churches. Both the future of the country and the future of 
the church itself depend on prompt and wise action. People 
who have not been trained in a knowledge of religious truth 
and the Bible will not attend church. They cannot understand 
and appreciate its services nor will they see the need of send¬ 
ing their children to Sunday School. There is another and 
highly suggestive side of this question. If the Protestant 
church could show the Catholics that a satisfactory solution 
of the problem of religious education can be secured by using 
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half of Sunday to acquire it, then the Catholic Church might 
see its way clear to giving up its parochial system. It must 
be apparent to all that taxing Catholics for the support of the 
public schools when they send their children to their own 
self-supported parochial system works a great injustice. Two 
wrongs do not make a right. By logic’s law of the excluded 
middle there should be a third right thing which could be 
substituted for the two wrongs. 

It looks very much as though the teachers of America would 
have to use their knowledge and influence to convince the 
church that education is self-activity and that any education 
of whatever kind to be worth while must be paid for in time 
and effort by the learners. Not a few clergymen fatuously be¬ 
lieve the mere reading of the Bible in the public schools would 
solve the problem of religious education. Such people are 
hopeless; but there must be tens of thousands of forward- 
looking and sensible religious leaders in this land who could 
be persuaded that a whole new start in religious education is 
essential, and who if they could be convinced of this need 
would have the initiative to take the steps necessary to remedy 
the present impossible situation. Reader, will you not try to 
lay the case before your friends interested in religious educa¬ 
tion and appeal to them to make this new start. 





A New Wisconsin Development For Strengthening 

All Education 

A STUDY OF THE ESSENTIAL MEANINGS OF 

ENGLISH WORDS OF LATIN AND GREEK ORIGIN 

By Joseph V, Collins^ Ph. D. 

Obviously the title at the top carries a large order, accounted for by not¬ 

ing that a clear knowledge of the meaning of words is basic in reading, 

md reading is basic in education. 

Our children learn Anglo-Saxon and like words at their mother’s knees, 

IS did Roman and Greek children learn the words we use from their lan¬ 

guage (like fer = carry, and crac = rule), whose meanings are unknown to 

IS after centuries of their employment. This ignorance is a great handi- 

:ap, especially in education and science. 

THIS STUDY STRONGLY RECOMMENDED BY AUTHORS 

AND MANY TEACHERS 
1 

Because of grave difficulties met in learning this subject, authors and 

reachers commonly content themselves by giving illustrations of the ad¬ 

vantage gained from this study. But doing this is utterly inadequate for 

the purpose. Hundreds of words must be separated into their parts, and 

the meanings obtained put together again to make definitions of them. 

Studied in the right way, using the three Tables of Prefixes, Suffixes and 

'Stems, the desired end can be attained, and that in a comparatively short 

time. 

MASS LEARNING OF THE MEANING OF WORDS 

Besides the training just explained there is an opportunity for mass 

|learning of the meaning of words (corresponding to mass production in 

jindustry), by bringing together words which are separated in reading and 

|m the dictionary; as, subject, object, adjective, conjecture, projector, pro¬ 

jectile, etc., each of which contains ject, meaning thrown. 



THE ANALYSIS OF WORDS GREATLY SIMPLIFIED 

Only stems of English words and their meanings expressed in Anglo- 

Saxon words are brought into this study, no foreign words appearing. As 

a consequence no preliminary knowledge whatever of Latin and Greek is 

needed. The author started this study because he found students general¬ 

ly, though they were acquainted with words taken as a whole, did not know 

the meaning of their parts, though they had met these parts literally 

hundreds of thousands of times in reading and speech. 

THE HABIT OF READING AND GUESSING IN READING 

Great numbers of readers meet so many words whose meaning they do 

not know or only vaguely grasp, that they become discouraged, and limit 

their reading to low grade matter, and never acquire the reading habit. 

College students called on by their professors to read many books, 

have no time to look up the meaning of strange words, and so guess at 

their signification from the context. Doing this deadens thinking, and 

leads to the habit of guessing. The unknown words are almost always 

from the Latin and Greek, largely used by scholarly writers. Here is a 

dire need for strengthening education. That need is met by this study. 

For example, the Latin stem due meaning lead is met in more than six score 

words, and the Greek stem graph, meaning write, in many scores of words. 

If the learner knows the meaning of a stem in any one word, he has the 

key to unlock the meaning of each of the others in its set. 

Note—Page 4 of this folder is a specimen page from the book. 

CLASSES OF USERS OF THIS BOOK 

1. Juniors and Seniors in the high school and Freshmen in college under ■ 
the guidance of a teacher, usually in connection with some branch of Eng¬ 

lish. 

After the first few days the time needed for preparation of lessons and in 

the class period would both be short. The teacher could mingle with the 

class examining note books and answering questions. 

2. College students and people outside of school who desire to increase 

their interest and pleasure in reading and in acquiring a wide knowledge. 

3. Teachers generally who should know their own language better and 

be able to start their scholars in learning this subject. 

Price |1.25 with the usual discount to schools. Address Worzalla Publish¬ 

ing Company, Stevens Point, Wisconsin. 
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TRAINING IN THE USE OF THE DICTIONARY r. 

Composition:—. com (for 

con)= posit= ion= Def. 1. 

A schoolroom exercise for prac¬ 

tice in the use of language. 2. 

The setting up of type. 3. A 

substance made by mixing ma¬ 

terials. 4. The making of any¬ 

thing. 5. The creating of ar¬ 

tistic work. Pic.M.: 

Dispose:—. dis= pos= Pic.M.: 

Depose:—. de= pos= Def. 

1. To drop from a high posi¬ 

tion. 2. In law, to testify. 

Pic.M.: 

Expose:—. ex= pos= Pic.M.: 

Impose:—. im= pose= Def. 1. 

To lay a burden of some kind 

on a person. 2. to force your¬ 

self on others. Pic.M.: 

Interpose:—. inter= pos= 

Pic.M.: 

Supposition:—. sup= posit= 

ion= Pic.M.: 

Set 5 

Porter:—. port= er= Pic.M.: 

Deport:—. de= port= Pic.M.: 

Export:—. ex= port= Pic.M.: 

Import:—. im (for in) = 

port= Pic.M.: 

Comport:—. com= port= 

Def. To conduct or behave 

oneself. Pic.M.: 

Reporter:—. re= port= er= 

Pic.M. One who carries (news) 

back (to the newspaper office.) 

Support:—. sup (or sub) = 

port= Pic.M.: 

Transport:—.Trans=port= Pic.M. : 

Portable:—. port= able= Pic.M.: 

Portage:—, port= age= Def. 

1. Overland carrying of goods 

or boats from one lake or 

stream to another. 2. An 

cargo so carried, or the cost o 

its carriage. Pic.M.: 

Set 6 

Abstract:—. abs= tract= , 

See tra(ct,h). Explanation! 

People taste a sweet applej 

sweet orange, candy, sweei 

cake, etc. and from all of then! 

draw away one idea or concept 

namely, sweetness, called ajj; 

abstract noun. Similarly oni 

sees two persons, two windows) 

two hands, two eyes etc., antj 

draws away from all of then 

the idea or concept of th 

number two, called an abstrac 

number. The same thing i' 

done for other numbers. A1 

such numbers are called abstrac 

numbers. Thus, 1,2,3,4, ... 

Attract:—. at (for ad) = 

tract= Pic.M.: 

Contract:—. con= tract= 

Def. 1. To draw together, a 

to shorten or thicken or shrinl 

2. To enter into, as marriage 

or get as a disease. Pic.M.: . 

Distraction: —. dis= tract= 

ion= Pic.M.: 

Detract:—. de= tract= Pic.M. 

Extract:—. ex= tract= Pic.M. 

Intractable:- —. in= tract= 

able= Pic.M.: 

Protract:—. pro= tract= = Pic.M 

Retract:—. re= tract= Pic.M, 

Subtract:—. sub= tract= : Pic.M. 

Tractor:—. tract= or= Pic.M. 

Set 7 

Avert:—. a= vert: (se 

ver(s,t) in stem Dictionar; 

Pic.M.: 
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/;o,OOM K. CK..M.M JAPAN MISSION 
52 NAKAO-CHO. FUKIAI KU, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. A. 

KOBE. JAPAN. 

March 22, 1941. 

Dr, Robert E, Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, 

Dear Dr, Speer:- 

As you have doubtless heard. Dr, Hirochi Tada, is about to embark 
for America as the leader of a Christian Goodwill party. He will 
be accompanied by Miss Michi Kawai and other prominent leaders. I 
believe Dr, Tada’s motives in undertaking this mission are sincere 
and right andgthat he may be trusted to make a real contribution 
in Btr^n^h/tne bonds of fellowship which bind our churches 
together. Dr. Tada has long desired to paysaavisit to America and 
renew his contact with many American friends, among whom he has 
especially mentioned you. As you perhaps know, he was ready to 
attend both the Lakeville Conference and the Centennial Anniver¬ 
sary Celebration of our Board, But owing to certain unfortunate 
circumstances the Board failed to issue the invitations in time. 
It is for this reason, among others, that we are eager that there 
shall be no failure toigiv^^him a real welcome. As you know, he 
has always been a real friend tb missionaries and has given him¬ 
self without stint in these latter days on our behalf. This is 
especially remarkable when one takes into account the fact that he 
is no longer a young man, having served the one Church for about 
forty five years. He has just been here attending a meeting of 
the Board of Directors of our Seminary and thus I know personally 
how much this visit to America means to him, I know that you will 
do all in your power to help make it a most pleasant and profitable 
one for the Cause, which is greatly on his heart. 

In spite of the fact that the majority of the members of most 
Missions have alrealy withdrawn from the Japan field, I see no 
reason for doing so. The opportunities for service are more 
abundant in some ways than ever and our Japanese brethren are 
urging us to continue. In fact our fellowship with the Church and 
the Christians continues warm and sympathetic and while for certain 
reasons we do not pose as leaders in name, the Actdalitiesvofethe 
oppoftunties;:f.or,reai service remain the same. Owing to the with¬ 
drawal of the members of the Canadian Presbyterian Mission to 
Koreans in Japan, I have been obliged to act as their representative 
on the joint committee of the Japanese Church which administers 
this v/ork. The personnel includes both Japanese and Koreans, 
After a member of our Chosen Mission had seen this Committee in 
operation, he made this observation: '‘If we had had,, such a 
Committee in Korea, I believe that^many of our difficulties could 
have been avoided’,’ ^Jhlle the administration of our Seminary here 
is Japanese, I am still teaching full-time and carrying most of 
the Old Testament work. Present prospects indicate that v/e shall 
have one of the largest entering classes in years when the new 
term opens in April. The work which we opened in East Kobe a few 
years ago has now ached church status and being blessed in mar?y 
ways, Bible classeaj^puTfci^'suppiy at me union Church, work 
for iiuropean refugees, etc all afford additional opportunities. 

(over) 

Z1 
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FUKIAI KU. KOBE. 



I mention these things, not to boast, but only to indicate 
that there are still plenty of open doors in Japan. 

I have shared the Life of George Bowen with a number of friends 
and we have all greatly proflt;ted from the reading of this grea 
book. Again hearty thanks for it. 

e urgent advice of^ our Boards Katharine ani 
living in Berkeley, California. 

a 

With warmest regards, 

Affectionately yours 

In 
the 

accordance Vvl'iji th 
children^^enow 
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Po anoKe, Vi iv^ini a, 
March 10, 1941. 

To 
The ALCOHOLIC NTPOL 
Pichinond, Vir/rinia. 
Gentlemen: 

It hae come to our attention that Micholaa J. An/^eiai 
and M. C. Aeaaid have applied to you for license to sell alco¬ 
holic beveraKes on and off the premises at 1901 Pattereon Ave., 
this city. THKPEIOPL we, the undersif^ed citizens and tax payei 
in the immediate vicinity of this location do pray you con side; 
our strong protest, together with like protests from the WEST 
END METHODIST Church and the WEST END PRESLYTEPIAN church most 
of whose members (not on this petition) are likewise citizens 
and tax payers in this inmediate vicinity. We beg you consider 
our right to presex've peace and quiet in our homes and our rig! 
to protect the sale value o:^ our residential property. ..e feel 
that a denial of this license as applied for need not inconven¬ 
ience anyone wanting A}iC supplies, because they can be served 
by other places not far away. 

Respect fully submitted 

(STREET ADDRESS) 
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CLERK OF SESSION 
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GENERAL TREASURER 
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JHN McSWEEN, Minister 

I MANSE: 147 YORK ST. 

March 25, 1941 

ur. Robert E. Speer, 
'•Rockledge” 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

The Chester Ministers' Association has 
instructed me to write and express for this body 
our gratitude for the blessing which your visit to 
Chester brought to all the churches of our community 
and our appreciation for the v/onderful service which 
you have rendered here. 

May I say that I have been blessed by your 
ministry thru the past 35 years but never have l received 
a greater blessing than during your ministry here last 
v/eek. V/e felt, indeed, that we had been very truly led 
into a closer fellowship with our Lord and that we have 
been given an insight into the riches of his grace which 
we had not had before. 

May G-od richly bless you and give you many 
years of fruitful ministry. 

tary 
Chester ministers' Association 

Ji'..cs/jbl 
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GEORGE H. M05E5 CONCORD NEW HAMPSHIRE 

29 March, 1941 

Dear Doctor Speer: 

I wish I were in position to 
make an immediate affirmative response to your 
appeal; but the fact is that I have become an 
Old Man and am in precarious health and with a 
limited income. 

I wonder if you remember when 
you came to Athens during the time when I was 
American Minister there. I well remember that 
afternoon when you had to speak through an inter 
preter; ana even with my limited knov/ledge of 
modern Greek, I found that your audience was hav 
ing difficulty in grasping the content of your 
message. 

Sincerely yours. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
450 Park Avenue 
New York City 
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2C7 V/est Park Avenue,S* 
Winter Park ,Florida 
April 1,1941 

Dear Dr Speer: I met you first at Northfield in the middle ’90’s and have fol- 
lov/ed your work ever since with much interest. The raetterof a. contribution to 
the Bible Fund I will take up later .Now I am taking this opportunity of hear:fi 
from you to unburden myself on a subject v<fhich seems to me to call for attentfi” 
not being given to it. 

A fev/ weeks ago a high school boy of 17 came fe me..he was evidently in 
considerable distress so I led him to talk.He burst out”What do you think 
about this Biblical prophecy fulfilled?” After a few questions I asked him 
what his parents-good Baptists- had to say about it. Again he burst out’*That*B 
just what I should like to know. I guess it’s too near to v;hat they believe 
to have them really say anything against it.They maybe are afraid they’d un¬ 
settle my faith if they said what they think.’” Within a day or so a coligge 
graduate friend came to me about her sister who is so busy attending Bible 
prophecy meetings day and night to take proper care of herself. In this case 
it is’ a 7th Day Adventist group v/ho have hired the elementary school building 
for week day services and the high school auditorium for Sunday evenings. iMot 
far from us is an incorporated Negro village in which the school board has 
refused to rent the school house for these meetings. I wrote to the Secret^ 
of the local ministerial union about the matter but have not even had an ac¬ 
knowledgment of my communication. 

Last winter in Charleston a group of 75 people met in the Chamber of 
Commerce hall one evening each week to work on prophecjs in relation to the 
Anglo-Israel movement. One of the men is a member of one of the oldest and 
finest Charleston families.Many of the members are college trained. As I 
told the boy referred to above,one of the sad parts of these undertakings is 
that they lead to and Increase anti-Semitic propaganda, 

CBS has recently referred/to Ihe general belief that the smooth sea 
at Dunkerque and the Yugo-SlavK revolution ere direct answ^ere to prayer on 
the days of prayer called for. Sunday evening I went into a church and the 
request of a member for prayers on account of an opera ion to be experitmced 
this week was referred to and prayed over in very materialistic terms such 
as would lead to bitter disappointment in case the operation v;ent wrong# I 
have had many tragic experiences w'ith men who have been taught to expect lit¬ 
eral specihal care through prayer and not given any aid in meeting such matters 
in other ways, I know what can easily be written in answer to my protests* 
I could write pages of such advice and comfort.?/hat I v/ould like to know is 
what consciousness of these difficulties is there and what is anyone doing 
toto help the victims? I have deep respect for individual Adventists,Jehovah’s 
Witnesses,AngloXIeraelites,et al. but I find very few churchmen or ministers 
taking any responsibility for the problems they accentuate. 

V.liat I have known of the Buchmanites has revealed often not unlike 
needs but in a different level of society. In another group an inquirer ssb.b 
urged by a leader to ask G-od for guidance in a mechanical matter calling for 
expert handling..a machinery matter to be treeted in a somewhat Christian 
Science matner. A college student of unusual ability,character and really 
religious spirit slid to me yesterday of some public utterances at his church 
”^uch things make me sick.’” I replied that he had better be strong and wise 
responsible in the situation and then I repeated what I had said the day befoie 
igcl brilliant young Negro”You must not let yourself think that wrong 
treatment is right (br necessary.. even excusable but do not let yourself feel 
mean about it.” 
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3109 Planes Avenue 
Richmond^ Virginia 
April 9, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My very dear Friend: 
I was delighted 

and comforted while in the hospital to receive, first, 
the note from Mrs. Speer telling me that you were 
away on a preaching trip and, afterwards, your oVvTi 
letter from Chester. You knov; my great admiration 
and love for you, and how I treasure all of your 
words, either written or spoken. I thank God that He 
is using you so marvelously in your preaching in the 
North and in the South, and that Pie gives you strength 
and guidance to do so much and so efficient work. 
Just before I left the hospital. Dr. Kenneth Miller 
told me that in the final luncheon or dinner to Dr. 
Scott, he heard you and was delighted to see that you 
keep as alive, as inspired and as pov^erful as ever. 

I V7as sorry to learn from Rex ^/heeler that your grand¬ 
daughter v/as in St. Luke^s at the same time I was; and 
I trust she is nov; out and recovering. 

I am glad to report that I am improving steadily- The 
v/eather is fine, and I can get oiit and walk in the 
sunshine as much as I wish. Mrs. Orts and I expect to 
be here until the end of this month; then, to return 
to Plev/ York. 

Our son will graduate early in June from V. P. I. 
He now ranks fifth among the Chemical Engineering 
group of fifty. Our older daughter has been elected 
President of the Student Government Council of West- 
hampton College for her Senior Year. She left last 
night for a week’s trip to Plew Orleans, to attend a 
conference of similar officers. Our younger daughter 
is doing excellent work at Mary Washington. 

I take advantage of this opportunity to wish for you 
nnd Mrs. Speer all the joys of Easter. 

Cordially yours. 



Frederick S. Duncan 

311 WALNUT STREET 

ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 
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Frederick S. Duncan 

311 WALNUT STREET 

ENGLEWOOD. NEW JERSEY 

cWak, 

5>jj doJO cs^Xjojo^o WwU) 

^ VrJOv, "VKiJ- cfw.— 

,x> oojji; 

'^IXxLboJS^ <Xjo._ 

cA M (jUL-^ 
*..,\t-A.AJl»-»' .v- 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 

FOUNDED 1765 

MINISTER 

f HERBERT S. MEKEEL 209 UNION STREET 

STUDY 

27 April 1942 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

May I thank you also for your gracious kindness 
to the Session and officers of the First Presby¬ 
terian Church in taking the time to come and 
address us in so friendlv and intimate a fashion 
as one layman to others. You did for us what 
few can do. Your adaress to us was one of the 
best things that has happened in my ministry 
here, and I wish to express a deep personal 
satisfaction in the tactful and wise way you 
dealt with all subjects concerned. 

May God bless and give you much fruit for your 
labor. 

With many thanks to you, I am 

Dr, Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 



ROY MARTIN HOUGHTON 

21 Highland Street 

New Haven, Connecticut 





KKO.tJ.S. PAT.OFK. 

.JAMCS M.SPKEHS CHAIKMAN 

WILLIAM K.SrKEKS I’RESinENT K- TUKAS. 

WALLACE C.SI’EEUS. \1CE I-RnsiDIINl* 

t'lLWDLEE ('UPLIPP , MCE PRESIDENT 

<; >!<■ HTTCHEON.SP.rRETARV 

, JAM K s M < < ITT <: I n: <) X 
K STAHLISIlKl) inns 

1'11'TH AVEXITK 

rOKTV NINTH STHKKT 

N'KWYOKK 

K: CO. 

•lEI,EPHOJ)E 

^'C)L^;NTE^;u 5TOt)() 
SUBURBAN STORE 

WHITE PEAINS.NV. 

TELEPHONE 

WhitePi„\iNs 7ICO 

filay 17, 1941. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Robert,- 

I hope you made your connections last evening at Albany with¬ 
out any hitch and that you were none the worse after your added labors 
of yesterday. I cannot tell you how much I appreciated your being there 
and the splendid word of inspiration which you gave us. I could not help 
wondering whether we were fit to carry on with the moderate enthusiasm 
which we have. I realized from the first of course that it was quite a 
dif'ferent thing to revive or re-organize an old Movement that lacks the 
inspiration, and the atmosphere, and the other surroundings of 1906 but 
the need is here to be met and some of us just felt that we could not help 
but give the thing an honest try-out in the hope that it will be success¬ 
ful, and I am more sure than ever that we need you on the Executive Com¬ 
mittee with the kind of vision and inspiration^that you have, even if you 
can come to us only once in awhile. 

Again I want to say that any 
here yesterday we want to meet. Pleas 

)ense you were put to for coming 
fet me knovi how much it was. 

Yours very 

't 
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NEWARK CONFERENCE, METHODIST CHURCH 
board o f lay activities 

New York, N.Y. 
99 John St, 
May 17, 1941 

Dr.Robert E.Speer, 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Dr,Speer 

At the luncheon of the Laymen*s Missionary Move¬ 
ment, yesterday, you maae an eloquent adaress, outlining the 
origens of the movement. 

In your reference to the Student Volunteer Conven¬ 
tion, at Nashville in 1906, you mentioned three great Laymen; 
and you gave them the major creait for the success of the Con¬ 
vention and for the later thrust of the two movements. You are 
too modest. Dr.Speer. I was a delegate to Nashville, from Iowa 
State College. In my own heart and in my memories of the fol¬ 
lowing years at college and of the expressions of my fellow 
students there stand out, above all the others, the addresses, 
the personalities and the leadership of two, then young men, 
Robert E.Speer and John H.Mott. Whatever may have been said, 
b y former ambassadors or present ones, by Secretaries of this 
and that, nothing remains in my memory, more permanently; and 
nothing has so marked my own thinking as has the work of yourself 
ana Mr.Mott. The meeting, at Nashville, was well designed to 
start rolling toward and to reach a climax; but you and John 
were constantly guiding the craft and you were both there when 
the climax was reached. To be sure, you came around to the 
college, both of you,and conducted follow up meetings, we heard 
you both at many subsequent times; but the real impetus, the 
permanent hold upon our loyalties and our purposes, stemmed 
from Nashville; and from the work, there, of you two men. 

The debt that Student America owes to you men is 
one that can only be paid in personal devotion and unselfish 
sacrifice. 
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3109 Hanes .Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia 
May 22, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, Lakeville, Conn. 

My very dear Friend: 

Your letter of the 17th has been forwarded to me 
here and received today. Undoubtedly, you did not receive the one I 
wrote you from Richmond on April 9th, so I reproduce it. 

I was delighted and comforted while in the hospital to 
receive, first, the note from Mrs. Speer telling me that you 
were away on a preaching trip and, afterwards, your own letter 
from Chester. 

You know my great admiration and love for you, and how I 
treasure all of your words, either written or spoken. I thank 
God that he is using you so marvelously in your preaching in 
the North and in the South; and that He gives you strength and 
guidance to do so much and so efficient work. 

Just before I left the hospital. Dr. Kenneth Miller told 
me that in the final luncheon or dinner to Dr. Scott, he heard 
you and was delighted to see that you keep as alive, as inspired 
and as powerful as ever. 

j I was sorry to learn from Rex \^/heeler that your grand¬ 
daughter was in St. Lulce^s at the same time I was; and I trust 
she is now out and recovering. 

I am glad to report that I am improving steadily. The 
weather is fine; and I can get out and walk in the sunshine as 
much as I wish. Mrs. Orts and I expect to be here until the 
end of this month; then to return to New York. 

Our son will graduate from V. P. I. in June. He nov^ ranks 
fifth among the Chemical Engineering group of fifty. Our older 
daughter has been elected President of the Student Government 
Council of Westhampton College for her Senior Year. She left 
last night for a week^s trip to New Orleans, to attend a confer¬ 
ence of similar officers. Our younger daughter is doing excellent 

I v7ork at Mary Washington. 
^ I take advantage of this opportunity to wish for you and 
I Mrs. Speer all the Joys of Easter. 
I 

i According to a letter received some v/eeks ago from the Executive 
' Secretary of the Foreign Missions Board at Nashville, I am going 

to be retired from active service as a missionary on June 1, 1942. 
It is the rule of the Board usually to retire missionaries at seventy; 
but in some cases the term can be prolonged from year to year, never 
going beyond seventy-three, however; and I shall be seventy-three 
on Christmas Day of this year. The Secretary wrote me a very kind 
letter, stating hoYi deeply the members of the Committee appreciate 
the service I have rendered. 

I The New York City Mission Society hopes that I may work for them 
I until my retirement; but, while I feel better and stronger than 
I before the operation, the President has advised me to remain in 

Richmond until September. 

I 



2. 
o - 

U 

I am glad to have so long rest 
t for preparing in book form, in both 

I gave in Princeton Seminary. As I 
: is a great demand for them. 

and vacation, because I can use it 
English and Spanish, the lectures 
believe I have said to you, there 

?.lien I retire from active work, I plan to live here in Richmond, 
' and probably I shall do very little preaching work. I may do some 
' special work in the Seminary here; but my main work will be writing 
\ books and pamphlets for the propagation of the Gospel in Hispanic 
t America. I feel more encouraged than ever to believe that - through 
‘ Baez Camargo in Mexico, Dr. Stockv:ell in the Argentine, and myself, 
' not to speak of some others - a better program of literature can be 

produced. 

Did you receive a copy of the PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY of May, in 
which I have an article? I do not think I flatter either you or our 
Committee on Cooperation when I say that, while you were the chairma-n, 
that Committee was more efficient in creating a better mutual under¬ 
standing betv/een the United States and Hispanic America and in advising 
the best methods to accomplish that understanding, than any other 
agency of the United States. 

I do not see - although I try to read the best that is published 
by the newly created agencies in the United States for promoting the 
Good Neighbor Policy - that such agencies have advised anything good 
v/hich we did not advise first; w^hile they are advising some things 
which I know will check rather than promote the mutual understanding. 

Hoping that v/e can keep up our correspondence, and that we may 
see each other sometime in New York; and with Christian love for Mrs. 
Speer, I remain. 

Your great admirer and affectionate friend. 

1 



MISS DOROTHEA J. LUEDER 
Minister’s Assistant 

56 SOUTH IITH ST., NEWARK. N. J 

ROBERT CLAIBORNE PITZER 
Minister 

18 SMALLEY TERRACE,IRVINGTON. N 

PHONE E SSEX 3-1838 
PHONE HUMflOLDT 

txmn 
SMALLEY TERRACE. IRVINGTON, N. J 

/-U- 
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COKER COLLEGE 

HARTSVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 

May 29, 1941 

Dr, Robert E, Speer 

Lakeville 
Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I am returning the glossy print and the mat which you 
so kindly sent me to be used in connection with your 
Coker commencement sermon. 

I greatly enjoyed your sermon. It was, I think, the 
best commencement sermon we have had at Coker for many 
years. 

Again thank you for your cooperation. 

Cordially yours, 

Charles A, Sisson 
Director of Publicity 

e 



SHERWOOD EDDY 
52 VANDERBILT AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

Telephone: MUrray Hill 9-^^8 

J line 2, 1941 

Mr. Robert E. Speer 
c/o Presbyterian Board Foreign Missions 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Roberts 

I am just writing that book, lAAKER OF MEN, 
which I told you about at the Laymen’s Kagawa luncheon. 
In it I shall speak of the means of spiritual grovjth and 
of the value of the morning watch, of Bible study, and 
prayer. That was the one priceless habit of my life that 
I formed nearly fifty years ago at Northfield which I have 
kept through all the years. In fact, only this morning I 
had a very wonderful time, I may say that in those early 
years you were the chief spiritual inspiration and help 
in my life. 

Would it be asking too much if I said that I 
would like a brief paragraph, from which you-would permit 
me to quote, as to what the Bible has meant to you in your 
own devotional life and what the time of prayer has meant. 

Five minutes ago I received a letter from John 
R. Mott just back from Lima, Peru, and I am going to ask 
hLm for a similar statement. There is no hurry about this 
but at your leisure please let me have a word from you. 

Affectionately yours. 

e/m 
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FIFTH AVENUB 

FOUTV NINTH strp:p:t 

NEWYOKK 

JAMES M.SPEERS CIIAIKMAN 

>VILt.IAM E- SPEERS PRESIDENT K- TKEAS. 

WALLACE C.SPEEUS, MCE PRESIDENT 

CHANDLER CUDLIPP , MCE PRESIDENT 

JOHN G.M<‘CI;TCHE0N.SECRETARY 

TELEPHONE 

VOLUNTEER 5 TOGO 
SUBURBAN STORE 

WHITE PLAINS.NV. 

TELEPHONE 

\Vhite Plains 7160 

Jime 7, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Robert 

I want to put into writing my v;ord of appreciation of 
your address to the outgoing group of missionaries on Thursday morning. 
I do not see how anything could have been better adapted to the group 
which was before you. You spoke for an hour and a half without notes, 
but nobody was weary, the address v/as so perfectly human, mijced with a 
little humor which made it all the more acceptable. I hope you wdll be 
able to do that kind of thing for outgoing missionary conferences for 
the next ten years at least. 

I have added to our list in the prayer circle on behalf 
of the Laymen's Missionary Movement since I wrote you, Sam Zwemer and 
Cara White. I am troubled about the fact that we are not gathering 
funds as quickly as we should for the conduct of the work. There is 
such a multitude of relief appeals to-dav. 

With v/armest regards, I am 

Yours ver; incerely. 



klter lowrie whallon, d, d.. 

Minister 

MANSE. 30 ROSEVILLE AVENUE 

OFFICE OF 

LAURA EDNA HANNAHS 

MARY CAMPBELL VEDDER 

ASSISTANTS TO THE MINISTER 

THE ROSEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

ROSEVILLE AND SUSSEX AVENUES 

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 

TELEPHONE HUMBOLDT 3-S36I 

June 13, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I wish to express my great appreciation of your most helpful 

and impressive message to the Interdenominational Outgoing Missionary Group 

on Thursday, June 5. I had to hurry away immediately after the session and 

was sorry not to speak to you before going. I am sure those young people and 

all the rest of us who heard you will always remember a great deal of what 

you said. 

There were two statements, you quoted I believe, which I was 

able to write down in part. V/ill you please correct on this paper and add the 

names of those whom you quoted. I am to be the leader of Philadelphia Presby¬ 

tery Retreat on June 23 and I would like to pass these statements on in that 

conference. 

1. ^’Prayer is the most dangerous subject in the world to talk about 

when your own experience doesn’t validate” 

2. "L’reaching becomes unmoral if not imm.oral if one permits his preach¬ 

ing to go beyond his own apprehension” 

These statements cause one to turn the searchlight into the 

heart-center of his own life. 

I will deeply appreciate your trouble and also your permission 

to pass this message on. V/ith kind personal regards. 

Cordially yours, 

’.VLW :H 



(BUe ADDRESS "INCULCATE. NEW YORK" telephone WATKINS 9-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

blTORIAL AND PUBLICITY DIVISION 

I WILLIS LAMOTT, DIRECTOR 

June 23, 1941 

Dr, Robert Speer 
Lakeville 
Conn, 

My dear Dr, Speer: 

Is this the picture to whichLpu referred at the meeting of 
the outgoing missionaries the' other day ? 

Your mentioning it was the first I learned that it was not 
readily available. I weis sorry. We procured it from the attic^ 
had it copied and filed in our active picture file, I thought you 
might like to have one. 

Had I missed your talk that day, I feel that it would have been 
a great loss. It was one of the finest I have heard and I wished 
so much that some of my friends could have heard it - especially 
those who are not very missionary-minded I If only we could have 
had our recording equipment set up that day. 

With best wishs s to you and Mrs, Speer, I am 

Very sincere ly yours. 

Mrs, ''ema Lotz 

P,S, We now have three sound-dh-film pictures - our latest one which 
was made up of "scraps" on China with the lecture, by Dr, Leber, But 
so far OUR CEKTURY OF PROGRESS is my favorite. 
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EDGAR B. MOORE 

248 West Jersey Street 

Elizabeth, N. J. 



CHAlil.KS C.BOV^^Y 

MlNlvTSAl’OLIK, MINM. 

June 25, 19^1 

Dear Robertt 

True to your promise, the ’’Memoir of 
John J. Eagan” reached me yesterday. I Just glanced 
at a few of the pages and I know it will be interest¬ 
ing from the standpoint of the life of John J. Eagan, 
and more particularly because you wrote it. I shall 
acknowledge receipt of the book to Mr. C. D. Barr, 
Vice President of the American Cast Iron Pipe Company, 
and will write both of you further when I have perused 
the pages. 

It was surely good to see you Robert. 
On such an occasion, as our 55“th reunion, when I re¬ 
turn home I think back over it and then have a lot of 
regrets that I didn’t get this or that from those I 
talked to. When v/e come to our 6oth I hope my memory 
will have improved and I will get more out of our re¬ 
union. 

Affectionately, 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 





1ICAGO OFFICE-77 W. WASHINGTON Street 
SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE—228 McAllister street 
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(Dictated Jvine 27th) 
jLne 30,1941 

Dr.Robert E.Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville ,Coniiecticut* 

Dear Dr.Speer: 

It vras a great joy and pr5-vilege to have you here in the building 
again when you spoke to the New Missionary Gonference, You brought a rich 
blessing to all who heard you and there v^ere many grateful comments made after 
you had spoken. There were a number of requests for a copy of your address. 
I took notes,as I have done before, but not expecting them to be reproduced, 
I knovr it is a difficult task to go over such incomplete records and make cor¬ 
rections, If I write out my record, v/ould you have tiir.e to make it complete? 

I remember so well v;-hen I first heard you at The Hill School in 
the fall of 1904, when you preached on the text - '^latch you, stand fast in the 
faith; quit you like men, be strong,” Those v/ords are inscribed on the chancel 
of the alumni pulpit,and I felt their force and validity anew as I v/ent down to 
the graduation exercises for Sandy on June 21st, I thought your address to the 
new missionaries was one of the finest that you have given during all these 
thirty-seven years, and the v/armth of sympathy and anderstanding and the humor 
that interspersed the more serious parts of the address helped to captivate 
your hearers. We will hope jrou will surely come again for the next Conference 
and vrhenever you are free. It seemed like old times to have you here, 

I am leaving next week for Nantucket for my vacation but will be 
back July 30th in the office for the rest of the summer. Sandy hopes- to get 
into either the R,A«F, or the Canadian Air Force depending on certain develop¬ 
ments novf in prospect, but will be with r.s next month at Nantucket, 

He broke The Hill-Lawrenceville dual .meet record on May 17th,clearing 
12 ft, 1 in,,doing this on his third attempt, and I thought of Mike’s vj-onderful 
spirit and determination that had helped Sandy in his battles with the record, 

I vras so pleased to hear you quote from the Svreeney book for the’ 
nevj- missionaries. I telephoned Ii!r,Sweeney that evening and then wrote him the 
selections you had read from his book which gave him much joy. 

We are glad you have your daughter and the gro-ndchildren safe on 
this side of the Atlantic, I think we ought to throv/.'inour power to help Britain, 
and I believe the country as a whole is in favor of this,if necessary, to defeat 
the Nazis. 

With love and best wishes for you and Mrs,Speer, I am 

Affectionately yours, 

TRY/^C •yy, gina 1 d. Ylhe e 1 e r 
Tl 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

S2S NORTH BROADWAY 

WICHITA, KANSAS 

ASA J. FERRY 
PASTOR 

I J. MERION KADYK 
?TOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

July 1st, 1941 

i Dr. Robert '3. Speer, 
I 156 Fifth Avenue, 

New York City. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

; The group at llaporia Seminar were deeply distressed that the delay 
• of our chairiTian permitted you and your colleagues of our seminar 

faculty to escape from the dining room before we had expressed our 
■ deep and sincere appreciation of the unusually fine service which 
, you gave us. The sending of a little committee scarcely took the 

I place of the enthusiastic expression which would have come around 
the tables. 

^ During the seminar I talked to many of the men personally and 
heard expressions of deep and earnest appreciation. I know that 
your messages as well as your consecrated and devoted spirit left 
a profound impression upon their minds and hearts. 

Unless you have lived in these more or less isolated parishes of 
our church you cannot quite conceive the loneliness which often 
envelopes these men cut off from their brethren and from the 
general movements of the church. The Seminar provided a period 
of spiritual refreshment which is as much needed as a fountain of 
cool water in the desert. This the Seminar provided in a high 
degree. 

I hope you will not permit the soraev;hat boistrous behaviour of 
these men to blind you to their genuine consecration or make you 
feel that they are insensible to spiritual values. They have been 
rather alone and working continually on hard fields and the Seminar 
offers them something approaching a home coming of college alumni. 
I know vertually every one of these men personally and believe that 
they are as fins.a group of consecrated ministers as you will find 
anywhere in our church. This is not an apology but a sLmplo state¬ 
ment of fact. 

kiay I add my own sincere thanks for the uplift which you gave me. 

Very sincerely, 
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Ohawi.ks C.Bovky 

July 9, 19^1 

4.-^ 

Dr, Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert: 

I found much to interest me in the "Memoirs 
of John J. Eagan." A rare example of a truly Christian 
man, who kne\7 the life and the teachings of Christ and 
he applied them to his business, John Eagan had a very 
clear intellect and a marvelous memory. Trained in 
business from early boyhood, learned the fundamentals 
of practical business, and rather than live the life of 
a Jaekel and Hyde applied the Golden Rule and the Sermon 
on the Mount to his dally business life. However, not 
business alone, for he entered into almost every activity 
of the communities in which he lived and carried Christ's 
teachings into those activities. 

Closing the book and remembering that he died 
in 1924, I looked up the standing of the American Cast 

* Iron Pipe Company and found that after seventeen years 
the firm had still the hipest credit rating and the 
company making successful progress. 

Now Robert, tell me, how did you get in touch 
with John Eagan, and furthermore, how could you, as in 
chapter No, S, "His Last Testament," sura up the story of 
this man and state so clearly those principles as 
applied to every day trading and to use the language of 
every day business? This seemed remarkable to me when 
you had given your life to something entirely different. 

I am enclosing a copy of the letter that I am 
sending to Mr, Barr. You can see very plainly that I 
have taken keen Interest in this book. 

With every good wish. 

CCB-LS 





July 9. 19*H 

tfr. C. D. Barr, Vice President 
American Cast Iron Pipe Coiapany 
Blmiln^haa, Alabama 

Dear Mr. Parr; 
: 

I have finished reading **John J. Ka^can - A 
l| Memoir,” I find the book by ray Phillips Academy, 

Andover, classiaate, Hobort K. Ppeor, raost Interesting. 
I 

I have given fifty years of ray life to the 
i company of which I still a director. I Joined Tfash- 
i burn Crosby Company in 1P91. The corapany was Incor- 
i porated In lg??9. and In 192^, to?^ether with the Pperry 
I Flour Conpany and a few other mills, beoone General 
i Mills, Inc. Our leaders have always been men of the 
I highest Integrity. I think they have tried to practice 

the Golden Pule In Industry. 

I wish officers and directors of many organiza¬ 
tions In our country could read this book. I would par¬ 
ticularly wish them to road the f5th and last chapter en¬ 
titled, ”Hl8 Last Testament.” I think It Is ^?«lte re- 

I markable that Hobert K. Ppeor, who has given his life to 
^thlm^s other than ooiaraerclal matters, should be able to 
express so clearly fundamental business principles, using 
ft vocabulary quite comraon to business leaders of today. 

After reading this life of your founder, and 
i not being wholly familiar with the American Cast Iron 

" Pipe Company, I turned to Dun A Bradstroet and found 
■ your firm, seventeen years after the death of John J. 

Eagan, with the highest credit rating. Bo the prlncl- 
pies that John J. Eagan laid for Aiaerloan Cast Iron Pipe 
Company have not been a detriment but evidently a great 
benefit to the development of the ACIPC. I have always 
felt that the Golden Pule was practiced by many firms 
and I am glad to see that your company has clearly 

, demonstrated that business can go on and thrive and bo- 
eorne stronger wtion the Golden Pule Is applied. 

I know how proud you must be of the history of 
I your company and let mo again th?ink you for sending rae 
' •’John J. Ep^an - A Memoir.” 

! Blncerely, ! ' 
i CCP-LS 



OF 

resident 

The College of the Ozarks 

Clarksville, Arkansas 

July 16, 1941 

Dr*. liobert E*. Jpear 
"Rockled.^e,” Lakeville 
Connectiout 

Dear Dr*. Spear; 

I appreciate very much j'-our letter of 
July 9 advising me of your present location. 

I had he: rd that you had retired from 
the Board hut had been unable to get your present 
adCress. I have not been in Kevj- York lately and vms 
not sure of your present location. I thought a letter 
addressed to 156 fifth ^ivenue "iTould reach you, as 
apparently ny letter did. 

You state that you are not a minister. 
Of course I ioriew that, but I also .mov: that your name 
is better lonov.TL i-i our church and among the laymen of 
this coimtr"’' thaai is the na;ie of any minister of our 
church. I thought if you had been on the campus, you 
v;ould be ’Tillin;:; to .vrite a. lett er giving vour inpression 

O O O i- 

of our viorl:» 

In this connection I v/rnt to tell you 
how pleased I v/as on account of a recent conversation 
v/ith ny daughter, who is a student in Coe college. ..e 
sent her there so that she could grov/ up independent 
of us. She said of all the speakers she had heard at 
Coe college, jr. Speer '.t,;s supreme. I was so hap^.y that 
ray own J-ugp.ter had 1 ■ n thrilled by you as you t’lrilled 
me when I heard you first..at walce Geneva in 10P4. 

..ith est rQ 'c.r. r.^ I am as ever 

Cordially yours, 

Wiley Li^ilirie, 

.iiaii; Dh 

1no sident 
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250 Kaiulsni Avenue 
Honolulu^ T.H. 
July 28, 1941. 

Dr.Robert E.Speer, 
New York City. 

My dear Dr.Speer: 

This will introduce the bearer, Mr. Sih-ung Kv:oh, a 

former student of mine, w^ho expects to enter the Princeton Theological 

Seminary this autumn. He graduated from Hangchow College and later 

became Assistant Dean of students. He worked particularly among the 

Christian students and Fellow^ship Groups in the college last year 

in Shanghai, I was associated with him in the college on the same 

faculty in Shanghai w'here you remember Hangbjuowr College is located 

at present. I taught Bible and Philosophy and greatly enjoyed 

fellowship with Mr.K woh and many others in the faculty and student 
to knov7 more fully the meaning of 

body v^ho were most earnestly seeking^the Kingdom of Christ and endeavdr 

ing to lead non-Christian students into that Kingdom. Mr.Kroh 

saw- more than fifty students of college and high school grades join 

the college church in vShanghai last January. I am sure Yr.Kwoh can 

give you much important data about China just as another student 

of mine Mr.Zen Yah did many years ago. I remember you used his 

story in your addresses in the churches. 

I shall be most happy indeed to learn that you have 

met Mr.Kwoh and ministered unto him in any way you choose. His 

English name is Edwin. 

I as a Southern Presbyterian minister wish to thank you 

for your presence and adaresses last year at Montreat, I believe it 

was. The reports w'ere that you were as overflowing wdth missionary 

zeal as ever. May Christ give Mr.Kwoh this spirit as fully as you 

have. Mr.K woh has it already. May contact with you deepen his 

Christian experience through Christ and His Holy Spirit, 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
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Pittsburgh, Pa. 
August 8, 1941 

Hobert iSilliot Speer, D. D, 
Carnegie Music Hall 
Pittsburgh, Pennsiylvania 

My dear Doctor Speer: 

This morning while sitting on the front porch - wasting my 
life away and heartbroken, I observed in the East Liberty 
Tribune that your sermon for next Sunday evening at Carnegie 
Music Hall is to be DO IW BLUNDER S0?’» My answer is: 
"Because they are not Christians nor are they trying to be 
Christians." 

I am a Methodist, have always been interested in helping my 
fellowman, but NOW am middle aged - not wanted any more by the 
business world - discriminated against because I am now on "relief’. 
The whole setup is a disgrace to America, and of any man who 
dares call himself a Christian. Big Steel was first responsible 
for such a ruling, yet their Presidents and Vice Presidents 
(who are sitting up at night figuring how they can do honest 
men and women out of work) call themselves Christians, and 
of course, at least once in a while go to the Churches. 

For 25 years, I have been a qualified office work (stenographer 
and payroll clerk);have excellent references as to my business 
ability and character. Now, I am too old, according to the 
United States Steel Executives and other bosses of Industry, 
so have been pushed into the dole along with thousands of other 
fine men ani women who, especially in America, are entitled 
to make an honest living in their own line of v/ork. 

Just before starting to write this letter, one of the "relief 
visitors" called to see me and make her monthly checkup. Of 
course, she felt so sorry for me but said she had to follow 
the rules and would not dare go over my superior’s head. Her 
interview ended with the insult - "Would you do housework?" 
To this I replied: "No, I am entitled to my own kind of work, and 
will end it ^1 before I will be belittled any further.” 

My minister, Dr.W.W.Wiant (Emory M.E.Church,)of course, cannot 
afford to bother with any middle-aged, perhaps neurotic woman, 
either. September a year ago, I was living at the YWCA across 
the street from where I now live. The YWCA considered that 
I was too old to remain there any longer, so asked me to move - 
regardless of the fact that I had neither home, job nor money. 
At this time, I wrote to Dr. Wiant. He finally called on me 
SIX MONTHS later. I told my Minister that so long as I lived 
I would never again enter a Protestant Church and to take 
my name from his church record. He replied that these rulings 
were in existence and no one could do anything about them. 



My Church, the YWCA, Industry, the Presbyterian Board of 
Missions (due to age), have all turned their backs on me. 
The YWCA even took from me a small office job that I was doing 
one day a week (Sundays) fraa 4:00 until 12:00, making 
on each Sunday, 

In conclusion, - you are referred to as”the Grand Old Man'’, 
Now may I ask you: ”To f/hom is the forgotten man and woman 
supposed to turn with their Cross in their Aimis? 

5941 Alder Street 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 



THK AMERICAN UNIVERSITY AT CAIRO 
INCORPORATED AT WASHINGTON, D. C. IN 1B1B 

AMERICAN EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

tOOO LAND TITLE BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA. PA. 

CABLE ADDRESS 

VICTORIOUS. PHILADELPHIA 

VICTORIOUS. CAIRO, EGYPT 

CAIRO • K Ci Y P T 
DEPARTMENTS 

August 13, 1941 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL STUDIES 

DIVISION OF EXTENSION 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

My dear Speer, OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

For ovm soul’s good as well as in the name of Justice I an going to knock off 
from an endless official correspondence to write you this letter. It is purely a lovd 
letter, to tell you how very very much (words can never tell) you havo helped me through 
life. From the days of College life on through the years your personality and leader¬ 
ship, yoin* messages and vrritings, have been a constant stream of inspiration, stimul:^us, 
challenge and reinforcement to faith. How can you be thanked adequately I Of course, 
you can’t be, save as it is a joy and satisfaction to you to have been so used. 

Illustrative of hovf the unconscious moments count, I recall one day <tn the nineties 
you were coming down Cortland Street to the Ferry and I was going up to the city. You 
clasped my hand and simply said, ”Hov/ are you, Watson?" and passed on. And there flov^ed 
out into my life a stream of influence making for courage and purity and gladness. I 
have always remembered it both with gratitude and as illustrating the verse, "From within 
him shall flow rivers of living water." 

It seems useless to write about the war situation vdien radical changes keep occuring 
overnight.and also when wo imagine you got more up to date and coii^rehensive world nevm 
in America than our extremely limited newspapers give us. However, there may be this 
difference between you and us. The war for you is still many thousands of miles away, but 
for us it is at our door-step. This gives it a reality Tdiich is hard to describe to you. 

As you may know, our American University at Cairo is the onlyone of the American 
Universities in the Hear East which was able to close its school year undisturbed. The 
others in Greece, Turkey and Syria either closed their doors or evacuated their foreign 
teachers before the end of the year. 

As American evacuees from Greece passed through our little American colony here in 
Cairo, some with only a suit-case or two, and told of hovr they left their homes often just 
as they vrould for a week end visit, with carpets on the flOcr and furniture in place, 
perhaps not to see them or possess them again, it has made the war very real and near to 
us in Egypt, since we stand next in line save as British resistance avails to keep the 
enemy away. 

Yet we are faced with a desperate shortage of staff. Three young men vdio are 
disqualified for military draft are under appointment in America, but cannot get passport 
pemits to come out. All sorts of journalists, oil men, observers and others are 
allovred to come out, bub our men are blocked. Yet here we are with our wivos and some 
with children holding the fort, regarding our safety as reasonable and in any case our 
work as justifying any slight risk which is or has been on our horizon. Naturally 
some have to withdraw for one reason or another and that leaves us with a diminished 
staff unless recruits come. 

I confess to increasing apprehension as to the trend of events in Moslem lands. 
Beactionary religious movements join vdth Nationalism in arguing for the exclusion of 
fi-ll foreigners and of suppressing all religions save the official religion of the land. 



2 “> 

his is defended onthe ground of national unity. YJhat complicates the situation is that 
.11 religions out here are more like distinctive ooiaciunity^orgaiiizations than like purely 
piritual or moral movements and as such they really are divisive in the life and organi- 
ation of the Nation. 

YIe have a small group that has been meeting every two weeks for over a year studying 
'he problems of a Christian world order. There are stimulating minds in the circle, such 
as Morrison of the C.M.S. Also the R.C* Church is represented and of course Americans, 
Sritish, French and Egyptian. 

But I must not weary you with too long a letter. You doubtless get my Printed 
setters virhich give detailed information of events here. 

Vlith sincere gratitude and affection. 

iir. Robert E. Speer, D.D., 
!iakeville. Conn. 
J.S.A. 
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WAYNESBORO BAPTIST CHURCH 
STUDY OF THE PASTOR 

WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 

August 27, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticutt 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Most young preachers early in their ministry pick out 
one or two preachers that they"put up'as outstanding preach- 
ars. During the second year of my Seminary work at Union 
in Richmond, you were on the lecture program and I had the 
joy of listening to you for a week. Several times since 
then at the Massanetta^ programs and in New York, I have been 
able to hear you. 11^ always with pleasure and profit, and 
I always come away with a determination to try to be a better 
person, and also a better preacher. I wanted to express to 
you my sincere appreciation for your contribution to my life. 

I feel sure that the days that you spent in the home of 
Dr. and Mrs. Mack were enjoyable and helpful. V/hen I was at 
Union I always enjoyed going in their hom^e, and Dr. Mack v/as 
a professor who had all the respect and admiration of all his 
students. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

Respectfully yours. 

Harry C. Hubbard 

I 
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I Dear Robert Speer: 

First Day In September 
1941. 

Your generous letter of the 24th 
ult# gladdened my heart,and I would have you know 
that In all the six long years since I was smashed 
no other letter has comforted me more* You have ever 
been Light and Leading for the things that are more 
excellent,through all the years of my active service. 

With all its destruction,siiffering and sudden 
death,I count this hour as preparatory to the most 
creative and liberating generation for a thousand years. 
The outcome of World War #2 has never for a moment been 
in doubt in my mind,for after all we KNOW,that TRUTH 
is stronger than lies,KINDNESS is s tronger than cruelty, 
LOVE is stronger than hate,and CHRIST is stronger than 
Ceasar* This totalitarian era—which for me is a bestial 
throwback to the Tribal Age-<»wlll pass as a bloody dream 
in the night. Despite the unequalled success of Hitler-- 
fteshall see him come and gone this second hand Napoleon**. 

With this I enclose a clipping that will tell you 
something of this place,and should you be in this vicinity 

I we would be delighted for you to come by for an hour, for 
J a meal,for over night,or longer as might be convenient 
j for you* We are midway between Ocala and Tampaa five 
® miles northeast of Brooksvllle the county seat of Hernando 

county and State Road #5 —U*S*4| the main highway of the 
west coast of Florida runs for two miles through this 
property. 

During these shut-in years I have followed your 
public utterances with keen Interest,and it is good 
to know that you are still on the firing line for the 
Kingdom of God* 

With grateful appreciation for all that you 
have meant to me, and to so many thousands of the Youth 
of our America,with every good wish for your health 
and happiness. 

Cordially yours 

3,p*Robert E.Speer, 
lakeyille, Connecticut. 

PCKLEDGE* 
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OSEPH LINDSAY 

Cl-tRK OF SESSION 

harles m. bell 

UPT, SABBATH SCHOOL 

ASSOCIATE REFORMED 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

JOSEPH U. GRIER, D. D. . Pastor 

CORNER OF MAIN AND WYLIE STREETS 

CHESTER, S. C. 

September 

M. H, WHITE 

Chairman of deacons 

JENMIE M. OATES 

TREASURER 

Sixth 

19 4 1 

Dear Doctor Speer:- 

I should like to send you greetings on 
the occasion of your birthday, Wednesday, Septem¬ 
ber the tenth. 

You have my sincere congratulations on 
the large usefulness to which you have put these 
years. There should come to you on such an occa¬ 
sion much gratification and joy in comtemplating 
the experiences of the past. May this birthday 
be a most happy one for you. 

We do appreciate greatly your ministry 
at Bonclarken this summer. Your messages were 
most helpful. Mrs. Grier and also Dr. Johnson 
of Winnsboro, S. C., were telling me of how much 
they enjoyed your last address on ”Unity” that I 
had to miss. Dr. Johnson thought it the best of 
the series. We hope you can come back to Bon- 
clarken. 

Your addresses here in Chester will long 
be remembered as a most inspirational season in the 
life of our city. 

Very 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Conn. 
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156 Fifth avenue 

NEW YORK 

September 9* 19i|l 

Dear Dr* Speers 

Just a word to greet you on your birtiiday* 
I hope it finds you well and happy# 

Tour old friend Dr# IfoAfee dropped in Hie 

week before last# He was looking well and cheerful# 

I had an interesting experience at the first 
of tiie year I attended an afternoon and evening 
session of a two-day Board meeting for the purpose of 
taking notes# 

I suppose you know that Dr# Dodd has had 
a heart attaok^ also Dr* Paul Johnston# Miss Schultz 

. looks as though she ought to be hccae^ too# I guess 
I she is determined to work# 

The foreig^i secretaries are deluged with 
;| work these days^ as you will know# 

' I was glad to hear you -vdien you spoke to 
I the out-going missionaries# I can't imagine 

anything better# There is no one here who has 
i; your abilityf in my humble opinion# 

Sincerely your 
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Chatham Hall 
OFFICE OF THE RECTOR 

HATHAM,Virginia 
September 22, 19A-1 

My dear Dr, Speer: 

I owe you a profound apology for not having 
written you earlier about the Chatham mission. The 
first fall meeting of the Chatham Church Advisory Coun¬ 
cil will not be held for about ten days. There have 
been three changes in the pastors of the churches, and 
this has affected somewhat the solidarity of our group. 
There has not been enough interest in having this union 
mission to justify our doing it, and our plan has been 
temporarily, and perhaps permanently abandoned. 

I am much disappointed in this personally, as I 
feel about you very much as did my good friend and first 
Bishop in China, the late Addison Ingle. He and I were 
talking together on my first out-station trip in the 
year 1903* In the course of the conversation he re¬ 
marked, could listen to Robert Speer all day." That 
is exactly hov; I have always felt about it, and I am 
disappointed that I must give up the hope of listening 
to you for part of several days in the Chatham mission. 

I am inclined to think, though, that you would 
be wasted on the Chatham group, and I comfort myself by 
thinking that I am spared the disappointment that I 
would surely feel in case what we were able to offer 
you in the matter of attendance was not what you deserved. 

Lucy sends her love to Mrs. Speer. 

With all good wishes. 

Yours sincerely 

The Rev. Robert E. Speer, D. D. 
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PINE STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Third Street at Pine 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

C. Ralston Smith, minister 

October 9, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Spear 

Dear Dr. Spear; 

I -want to v/rite my sincere appreciation for your 

forthright declaration of the Christian life at the 

Forumn last night. I rejoiced in the clarity of your 

message and the virility with which it tvas delivered. 

I sang vdtl-i delight at the facility with xvhich you quote 

the scriptures and the laws of the church. 

I suggested to Mr. Gross that I find out if you 

have published this message and if it has been published 

I would like to purchase some one hundred copies and if 

it has not been published, may I lend my support to your 

ideas and its immediate distribution. Your coming to 

this community has alv/ays been a great blessing and 

last night was particularly helpful. 

Yours sincerely. 

CRS;bg 
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11055 SOUTH HOMEWOOD AVENUE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
CEDARCREST 3919 

October 13, 1941* 

Dr* Robert E, Spears, 
c/o Simday Evening Club, 
10 South LaSalle Street, 
Chicago, Illinois* 

ly dear Dr. Spears: 

Thirty-five and more years ago, I used to hear you speak at 
the Students* Conference at Lake Geneva* You gave me some 
of the mountain top experiences of cy life, for which. I vd-ll 
always be grateful* I can never forget your address on - 
"And there are Llary Adversaries", as well as some of your 
appealing illustrations. 

last rdght, as I listened over the radio to your address at 
the Sunday Evening Club, your voice and message seemed just 
as vibrant and gripping as ever* 

As one of the thousands, whom you never met or knev'/, but on 
whom you have had a life long influence, let me pay this 
little tribute of love and appreciation and of best wishes 
to you for the days ahead. 

Executive Secretary* 

RTS AND BEQUESTS TOWARD THE ENDOWMENT FUND OF THE ASSOCIATION WILL CARRY ON YOUR SERVICE FOR YOUTH THROUGH THE YEARS AND MAKE 

PERMANENT YOUR INFLUENCE IN THE COMMUNITY 
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October 21, 1941. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, 
Connecticut. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I am just home again and find youi* interesting 
letter of the 17th and I am delighted that you are willing 
to give me an opportunity to have even a modest share in 
so import:int a work as you and Dr. Irving are doing. 

As I go to meetings of Presbytery and of Synod 
I am constantly running across what I feel to be an 
intellectual and spiritual hunger on the part of the mien in 
the small rural churches. These men are so much cut off 
from the stimulation of "kindred minds” that a meeting of 
Presbytery is a real event at which they can discuss with 
their fellovirs some of their problems and gain renewed strength 
for their work from these contacts. 

I am writing Dr. Irving to inquire how the check 
should be drawn and whether it should be sent to you or to 
him. You need therefore pay no further attention to this 
letter of mine. 

After the Trustee - Faculty Dinner at Erinceton 
last week I felt moved to advise with the President of the 
Seminary and the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly on 
your dissertation on "Ecumenicity” and I am authorized to 
break it to you gently that those two gentlemen are of the 
opinion that your Greek is getting a bit rusty. 

It was a real delight to see you looking so well. 
I trust you 7/ill be good enough to remember both Mrs. Scheide 
and me very kindly to ^i^rs. Speer. 

Cordially youi'S, 
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PINE Street Presbyterian Church 
Third Street at Pine 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

{ALSTON Smith 
October 24, 1941 

Minister 

Dr. Robert E. Spear 
"Rockledge" 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Spear: 

This is just a little note to express the 
appreciation of one of tlie men 'vvho were profited for 
having been vdth you the early part of this week. I 
was delighted with the i^rivilege of fellowship Vidth 
members of the Presbytery, many of whom are nev/ and 
others vdth whom I have had very little contact in 
tliis brief time of my being in Harrisburg. 

My outburst on Monday night was not merely the 
evidence of discouragement in this particular church 
but a quest!on as to the changing of a condition 
which is apparent to me in almost every church, a 
condition of indifference to the claims and inroli- 
cations of the gospel of Christ. It appears to me 
that a superficial acceptance of the facts of the 
Bible is agreed upon but the natural concliisions in the 
realm of faith and life are either repudiated or ig¬ 
nored. 

Again thanks for your spiritual leadership and 
the keen insight which characterizes your explanation 
of the scriptures. It can be earnestly spoken -that 
you are a benediction to the fellow workers in the 
gospel. 

Yours sincerely. 

CRS ;bg 



Sunday School Publications 
EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

i. PEFFLEY, EDITOR 

. SCHALLER, ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

PH A. LOOSE. ASSISTANT EDITOR 

Third and Reily Streets, Harrisburg, Pa. 

October 24, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Many people came to hear you speak at the Pennsyl 
vania Sunday School Convention at Harrisburg, Pa. the 
first of this month. Some of the most thoughtful want 
away very much disappointed in your presentation. 

Those of us who have looked to you and to your 
writings for years for safe guidance marveled that 
you should pass over the teachings of Jesus in dev¬ 
eloping the idea that the expressions of Christianity 
have been put into military language. 

Was it because Jesus did not use this kind of 
language that you could not quote from his teachings 
to support your thesis? You quoted freely what people 
said about the Christian religion and Christ, but at 
no time did you quote from the lips of Christ himself. 
One was reminded of your book entitled ’’The Finality 
of Jesus Christ.” Are his teachings to be set aside 
when one would wrap the garmet of Christianity around 
the bloody war system? 

I am not a pacifist, but I regretted the way you 
ignored the teachings of Christ himself in your presen 
tation. 

I am writing this letter hoping that you will not 
repeat that address again without giving Christ a 
chance to say something about the problem. 

Yours sincerely. 

GLS:gp s 
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Minister 
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SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE-228 MCAULISTER STRECT 

r 
CICAGO OFFICE-77 W. Washington Street 

The Board of Foreign Missions 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

ISION OF SPECIAL. GIFTS AND ANNUITIES 

Miss Ruth Elliott 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

DIRECTORS 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

October 28,19Ul 

I 

}• 

Dr*Robert E*Speer 
Rockledge 
Lake vi 1 le, Conn ec ticut * 

Dear Dr.Speer: 

■ 

Thank you for your good letter which reached 
me last week* Dr,Schell led the prayer meeting last Friday, 
and, in the course of his remarks, he referred to you and said 
no one idio had ever talked with you but came away a better man 
for the experience. This I thought was quite a tribute from 
one who at times vias "Leader of the Opposition", I am sending 
along this verbal bouquet to add to your collection of fall 
flowers. 

As ever yours, 

W.Reginald iVheeler 

WRW/EC 



The First Presbyterian Church 

YOUNGSTOWN. OHIO 

HOWARD D. TALBOTT, MINISTER 

November 6 

19 4 1 

Dr. Robert E. *^peer 

Lakeville, '-'onnecticut 

ISy dear Dr. Speer; 

Your messages at ^anton were just what I needed. 

I am going to feed upon them for some time to come. 

I needed the message about the Bible and the message 

about the doctrine of hope in the bible. If you 

would send me "The bife of George Bowen" I will get 

into it at once and make permanent the blessings I 

have received, with the thought of course that we 

can share them with others. With every good wish. 

Sincerely 

HDT: iiiC 



Jffirat Prpabgtertan Qll|urrl} 

Wm. L. WOODALL, Minister 

54 East Wilson Ave. 

GIRARD. OHIO 

PHONE 5-6558 

November 6, 1941 

Dr, Robert £• Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut* 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Any attempt on my part to express the feeling of 
appreciation that 1 have toward you for the inspiring twenty- 
four shours I, with others, spent with you on Monday and 
Tuesday of this week would fall short in a most miserable 
degree of its intended mark* I rest my case on the assumption 
that you in your God-given capacity for insight and under¬ 
standing could feel your power going out from yourself to 
those who heard you much in the manner in which Christ must 
have felt power leave him when the hem of his garment was 
touched* Surely, by this time, even your humility of spirit 
does not make you unaware of your position and the respect 
with which you are held* 

I was overwhelmed by your generous offer at the 
luncheon table on Tuesday to send your biography of George 
Bowen to anyone who v/ould write you for it and promise you 
to read it* I doubt if there v/as a man present on Monday 
night who did not have a burning desire to read that book 
long before you had finished speaking* I, too, desire a 
copy that you have so graciously offered* I will promise to read 
it* Preach a sermon on it? From what 1 could gather there 
must be a lifetime of material there for sermons# Yes, 1*11 
even preach on it; not once but many times# Would I be asking 
too much if 1 requested your signature in the copy I hope 
to receive? If I am not, please do* 

Please accept my thanks again for a grand experience 
at Canton this week* 1 hope that God in His infinijre mercy 
will give you many years of health yet# You are needed in 
this world now# Your kind is ever a necessity in any age* 

Sincerely yours. 
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Moderator 
MEV. PETER K. EMMONS 

S16 Olive Street 
Scranton, Pa. 

halrman, United Promotion 
EV. S. WILMBR BBITLER 

402 W. Pearl Street 
Butler, Pa. 

hairman, National Missions 
EV. CLAIRE M. STEWART 

47 Seventh Avenue 
Clarion, Pa. 

^gnoii of J^rnnagluanta 
J^rpsbtTlfrtati ttt 1. A. 

Synodical Executive 
REV. W. M. CLBAVELAND 

Payne-Shoemaker Building 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Office-Phone 7997 

Stated Clerk 
REV. GLENN M. SHAFER 

243 S. Hanover Street 
Carlisle, Pa. 

Chairman, Christian Education 
REV. G. HALE BUCHER 

Plymouth, Pa. 

Chairman, Pensions 
REV. DAVID DeF. BURRELL 

116 East Third Street 
Williamsport, Pa. 

Chairman, Social Education and 
Action 

REV. WILLIAM H. GALBREATH 
Shippensburg, Pa. 

'hairman. Foreign Missions 
KV. GEORGE TAYLOR, JR. 

1305 Singer Place 
Wilklnsburg, Pa. 

Chairman, Finance 
REV. J. HAROLD WOLF 

120 B. Filth Street 
Mt. Carmel, Pa. 

i'^ovember 18th, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
156 fifth Avenue 
New fork City, Nevi fork 

My dear Dr, Speer: 
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No one senses thi^- more 
an you and other friends 

I "ray you may look back viith much satisfaction on your efforts 
in our behalf during this Autumn ana early winter in Pennsylvania. 

. WMC;EA 

Sincerely, 

W. M. Cleaveland 
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rHZHURCH HOUSE 

r. 

IBrnuitt Memorial QIl|itrrl| 
BALTIMORE, MD. 

November 28, 1941 

t3l6 PARK AVENUE 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

It is grand to know about the 
Memorial Service for Father on Januar^’^ 7th, and 
that you are to give the Memorial Address. 

I do not seem to have kept many 
letters from Father. I am sending you the few 
that I do have, together with one or two other 
things that you might care to see. 

There are so many personal 
reminiscences that I would not knew where to 
begin or hov/ to stop. Every one of us knows 
that all the rest of our lives we shall be dis¬ 
covering how much has been given to us by Father's 
unconscious influence and by the privilege of 
intimate relationship with him through so many 
years. 

It surely is good to have Betty 
and Bill in Baltimore. 

Please give lots of love to Mrs. 
Speer. 

i 
! 
I 
I 

i 

I 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Ptockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 
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ADDRESS “INCULCATE, NEW YORK** 

r 
TELEPHONE WATK!NS 9-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

December 2, 1941 

Dr* Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville 
Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I thought you might be interested in a comment we 
received today on A CENTURY OF PROGRESS film - 

**I remember seeing a few years ago, when you celebrated 
your hundredth anniversary, the fine moving picture 
entitled, I beleive “a Century of Progress'* with Dr. Speer 
the narrator. It made a lasting impression upon me and gave ire, 
since at that time I was a student at Princeton Seminary, a 
clearer understanding of mis sions with which to embark upon 
my ministry," 
In January, the week of the 18th we are to have a school of 
Missions here at our church, and I wondered whether it would 
be possible for us to have the use of that picture on Friday 
night, January 23," 

So you see it was worth all of our effort and interest, wasn’t it ? 

Please give my regards to Mrs, Speer and know that we never forget you. 

Sincerely yours. 

1 

Mrs, ^erna Lotz 
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Mi&g Amanda Holgren 

205 EAST 78 STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 
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JOHN W. BOWMAN, Ph.D. 

Memorial Professor of 

•few Testament Literature and Exegesis 

Residence 
43 Dinsmore Avenue 

GRAFTON, PA. 

Telephone, WAlnut 4985 
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Samuel Guy Inman 
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M . C . M I G E L 

654 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

December 31st 
1 
9 
4 
1 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

a Nation valiies anything more than 
Freedom, it will lose its Freedom, and 
the irony of it is, that if it is com¬ 
fort or material things that it values 
more, it will lose those, too." 

Hdw true! 

With the whole world in travail, — a very, very 
Happy New Year we cannot have — nor do we expect it — but 
suppose I wish for you a Victorious New Year -- 

-- A Victorious New Year — in which we shall all 
cheerfully share sacrifices — even perils — united solidly 
and profoundly in the bonds of truth and affection (for no 
one goes his way alone) — 

— A ^'■ear in which we shall see the light, overcome 
our weaknesses, and muster our strength — both physical and 
of the soul. 

Then, indeed, shall we have a Happy New Year. 

I combine these wishes in this, 
my New Year Greeting to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
24 Gramercy Park 
New York, N. Y, 
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G. H. MARTIN 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

Fort Lauderdale. Florida 

March 5, 1942 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
c/o Rev. John G. King 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Dear Dr. Speerr 

As one of the heathen let me welcome you to 
Fort Lauderdale. No doubt there are many others 
who appreciate the good influence you had in their 
lives. 

I shall never iorget your masterful address at 
the Student Volunteer Convention at Des Moines 
following Christmas 1919, on *’The Imminence of God”; 
nor your strong appeal a few nights later; nor the 
challenge you later gave at Ohio University at the 
Vocational Guidance Conference in which you stated 
that we had to choose between a life of indulgence 
and acquisition and a life of sacrifice and service; 
nor the inspiring biographical sketch of Ion Keith 
Falconer whose life I have held up to several subse¬ 
quent audiences of boys as my ideal. 

If there is anything I can do to make your visit 
here pleasant, I shall be happy to help. 

Yours very respectfully. 

GHM; vdw 
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JOHN HINSDALE SCHEIDE 

TITUSVILLE, PA. 

I 

March 14, 1942. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, 
Connecticut. 

Dear Dr. Speer; 

A letter just received fro”) D.r. George Ii‘ving informs me 

that you and he have retui-ned from the series of conferences you had 

with ministers who feel themselves caught in a great eddy. Dr. 

Irving transmits with his letter a note from you. I want to take 

this earliest occasion to tell you how grateful 1 am to learn that 

you have made the trip safely and to thank you for the immeasurable 

contribution which I know your enthusiasm and richness of experience 

has meant in the lives of so many v.,f those men who are in the 

lonely places. It was indeed a wonderful service and the Church 

can not be grateful enough that you were willing to undertake it. 

.Mrs. Scheide joins me in greetings to i\trs. Speer and 

youi-self. 

Verv Gordiallv yours, 
V tJ 7 





^ €©MMTOtITY CHUIECM 
■V 

' 209 AMPERE PARKWAY 

BLOOMFIELD. N. J, 

REV. Alexander Cairns. I_L. d., minister 

telephone Bloomfield 2-3A16 

BUSSE. CLERK OF SESSION. C. E. HALLER. PRES. BOARD OF TRUSTEES. T. L. WARREN. CHURCH TREASURER. 

i^rch 25,1942 

Dear Dr.Speer 

Cheerup! You don’t ha^re to answer this* 

I have lesigned pastorate here to take 
effect on May 1st when ny wife and I Y/ill go to live on 
our farm at Richmond,Maine. I*m 70 years old,going on 150. 

And before I go I want to say a word to 
you. And although I*m a wild Irishman,born in Ireland 
when I was a boy,yet I assure you what I have to say is 
not blarney. 

Por more than 25 years I have thought of 
you as America’s greatest Christian. You have no idea 
what an inspiration you have been to me ever since that 
golden time v/hen I heard you on the Four Gospels at the 
Y.ML*G.A.summer conference at Lake Geneva,Wis.about 1894. 
Then is when you introduced me to the finest Christian 
poem ever written,Bessie Miller’s ‘'Corning. ” 

During your recent week with the Uev/ark 
church I vas presehilj at every meeting but one* Your sermons 
v/ere masterpieces of Olivet Heights and when you had done 
Christ was inescapable. God bless you for that Holy WeekI 

I have no doubt,Doctor,that this letter 
is only one of countless thousands you receive from people 
to whom you have been an inspiration. You remimd me of the 
golden v/ords of Emerson: 

‘*We mark with light in the memory the few 
interviev/s we have had, in the dreary years of routine and 
of sin,with souls that made our souls wiser, that spoke what 
we thought,that told us what v/e knew,that gave us right to 
be v/hat we inly were. Discharge to men the priestly office, 
and present or absent you shall be followed by their love 
as by an angel.’* 

Sincerely 

Alexander Cairns 







Dr, Alexander Cairns 

In the census of human service Dr. Cairns, 

who carries the collegiate degrees, M. A., 

B. D., LL.D., is listed as Teacher, Clergy¬ 

man, Poet, Lecturer, Columnist, Recitalist, 

Irish Philosopher, Humorist and After 

Dinner Speaker. See America’s Who’s 

Who. He was a college professor in America 

and the Dean of a school in Japan. He is 

the author of the syndicated column, ''Right 

Angles.” He has lectured in every state and 

Canada. During the World War he was 

under Herbert Hoover speaking on food 

problems. He has memorized 500 poems 

and gives frequent recitals. He is a naturalist 

and knows the birds of America. He is an 

Irishman and mixes humor, pathos and 

logic with a generous hand. 

Dr. Cairns gave us the best Commencement address we ever 
had.—Supt. Budahn, Pottsville, Pa. 

Your address was a masterpiece of intellect, feeling, cour¬ 
age and humor.—Dr. Will Durant. 

Dr. Cairns has the eloquence of Ingersoll, the dignity of 
Bryan and the pep of Billy Sunday.—H. L. Cope. 

There are but few people in this world who can make 
literature a living subject. One of them is Dr. Cairns. His 
"Laughs and Lyrics” kept an audience of more than 1400 
young people thrilled and spellbound with interest. We want 
him again and again. 

PROF. WILLIAM WIENER, 

Principal Central High School, Newark, N. J. 

After his speech before the annual banquet f 

the Orpheus Club of Newark, N. J. the chi\ 

man said: "All the members of the Orphs 

Club who wish to express their gratitude to Ir. 

Cairns for his inspiring message signify it y 

rising.” And every man didn’t merely rise, lit 

got on the table and cheered to the echo. 

Carl Bannwart, Pres 

Your address at our temple last Tuesday gave us e. 
mendous inspiration. May I say that you are the moste- 
markable combination of humorist and inspiring lecti>t 
that I have ever heard. This I say deliberately after havj 
heard you a number of times. 

RABBI MARIUS RANSON, 

Sharey Tefilo Temple, East Orange, N[. 

Resolved, that we, the members of the PresyJ 

terian Union of Newark, having listened to W 

Cairns’ presentation of "The Bishop of D-” v\nj 

thrilled interest, do hereby express our appre<u 

tion of not only a brilliant display of scintillatg 

rhetoric, but a great spiritual uplift, and that 

heartily recommend that our Christian frieils 

everywhere give themselves the intellectual plJ- 

sure and the spiritual profit that has come to is 

this evening of October the 22nd, in the yeatif 

our Lord—whom we love the more for this T- 

mon in literature—1934. 

Presented by Robert Scott Inglis, D. D. 

And unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 

After Dr. Cairns delivered the CommerS' 

ment address at Goldey College, Wilmingt L 

Del. the President, Dr. W. E. Douglas, wrc:: 

“You made a fine impression.” 
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Subjects 

MY LIFE IN JAPAN 

Laughs and Lyrics 
A Recital of Poems and Jokes 

The Man Worth While 
Men’s Meetings, Banquets, etc. 

Why God Loves the Irish 
History, Pathos, Humor 

Lincoln the Liberator 
Unveiling the Emancipator 

The Goose That Lays the Golden Eggs 
Educational, Inspirational, Dramatic 

The Light Bring er 
Educational Commencements 

Victor Hugo’s Bishop of D- 
A Dramatic Portrayal 

The Martyrs of Intolerance 
A Plea for Tolerance 

The Man of Galilee 
Limning the Master 

God Bless America 
See Comment Next Page 

I 
li*’ 

have heard the great speakers of my time, 

jjjBecher, Gough, Ingersoll, Woolley and all the 

>^6!, but I never heard anything to beat Dr. 

EiC ^ns’ speech. It was splendid in delivery, rhe- 

marshalling of facts, directness, interest, wit 

3n humor and in every way. I think I would 

all I have if I could do a thing like that. 
I 

DAVIS W. LUSK, D. D. 

Stated Clerk Presbytery of Newark 

Dr. Cairns, who spoke at the banquet of the Civic Associa¬ 
tion last night, has a marvellous gift of oratory. It was a 
Niagara of eloquence, wit and humor. 

THE PRESS, Mahanoy City, Pa. 

Dr. Alexander Cairns certainly struck fire with his after- 
dinner speech at the Lincoln Birthday banquet of Group 2, 
Pennsylvania Bankers Association, at the Bellevue-Stratford 
Hotel, Philadelphia. Our meeting was brought to a successful 
climax by that wonderful orator. 

J. E. FERGUSON, Secretary 

The death of Elbert Hubbard had left a big void that dis¬ 
cerning editors had been trying to fill for years. Finally one 
of them came across some of the writings of Dr. Cairns and 
said, "The mantle of Elbert Hubbard has fallen upon 

Cairns.” KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, New York 



Governor Harold G. Hoffman 

of New Jersey, who now and then asks Dr. Cairns 

to substitute for him on the public platform, says: 

"I have had the pleasure many times of hearing 

Dr. Cairns and I consider him one of the finest 

public speakers in the nation. He encompasses a 

wide field of subjects which are treated in a way 

that stirs men’s souls yet with a degree of humor 

and sound and kindly philosophy that constantly 

reminds his hearers that he is human and 

lovable.” 

Your wonderful address at our Los Angeles Convention 
was real brain food we shall long remember. You preached 
us a wonderful sermon without the long black coat and the 
white lawn ecclesiastical neck tie; you entertained us with 
witticisms minus the cap and bells of the platform jester of 
today. You brought us a real timely message without the 
effect of a canned lecture. 

JULIEN C. HYER, 
Past Pres. Lions International 

The address of Dr. Cairns at our Commencement, June 
21st, was one of the most outstanding and adaptable ad¬ 
dresses I’ve ever heard delivered to a Commencement audi¬ 
ence. The school directors were high in their compliments 
and enjoyed it immensely. We certainly thank the Bureau 
for sending such an A No. 1 speaker. 

C. I. MADEIRA, 

City Supt. Gloucester City, N. J. 

For Terms and Dates Address 

DR. ALEXANDER CAIRNS 
209 Ampere Parkway Bloomfield, N. J. 

TELEPHONE: BLOOMFIELD 2-3416 

Res. 126 Ampere Pkwy. E. Orange, N. J. 

TELEPHONE: ORANGE 2-0683 

God Bless America 
J. H. Burgess, Editor, Lecturer and Poe' 

says: Dr. Cairns has been the principa 

speaker at our annual Kiwanis banque 

eleven times. And his last address wa | 

his greatest. “God Bless America,” de 

livered by Dr. Cairns, in my opinion ha^ 

never been surpassed in recent years ant ; 

I have heard them all since the days o' 

William Jennings Bryan. 1 
1 

- ,| 

Engagements 

Schoolmen’s Club, New York City 
Philadelphia Traffic Club Banquet 
N. J. State Lion’s Convention 
Altoona, Pa. American Business Club 
Trenton, N. J. Past Master’s Banquet 
Philadelphia Hebrew Literary Society 
Curtis Long Military Academy 
Countless Service Club Luncheons 
N. J. State Bankers Association 
Chautauquas in Every State 
Civic Council of Lancaster, Penna. 
Adrian College, Adrian, Michigan 
Institute Forum, Newark, N. J. 
New York University 
Newark, N. J. Wednesday Club 
Lutheran Social Union Philadelphia 
Baptist Social Union Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania Title Association 
Newark, N. J. Traffic Club Banquet 
Scranton Builders Exchange 
Lehigh Consistory Banquet 
Philadelphia Optimists’ Club 
Many High School Commencements 
Elizabethtown College 
N. J. State Horticultural Society 
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KS TAT E OF / J>:>- C ^ /eiu/^ -ir 

Dear Mr. Speer, 

I don't know what lovely inspiration made you send 
me the Scotch-Irish booklet. It did me good. You are sitting 
up very erect at the Speakers' Table, but Mrs. Speer I cannot 
find in the group - unless indeed she has had her hair dyed 
bluish-black and is cuddling among those ladies at the table 
at your feet,- which seems improbable. 

It almost provoked, in return, my little monograph 
on my Grandfather, John Turnbull Jr., who was for fifty years 
treasurer, and for two years president, of the Saint Andrew's 
Society of Baltimore. 

But I refrain. A "monograph" is so called, I strongly 
suspect, because only one person ever reads it,- the writer. 
It will suffice that we all agree that the thrifty, belligerent 
and taciturn Scots are also the gentlest, most generous and most 
tender-hearted of persons. (l do regret that your great-grand¬ 
father "on landing in Baltimore, went at once" - to somewhere 
else 

You must have learned to control your rage on Graham 
of Glaverhouse as we did on "Butcher Cumberland" of Glencoe, 
the(^wif e an~^ mothei^ respect ively who accompanied my grand and 
great-grandfaTTTers, being a Macdonald. 

At any rate the booklet came at the most fortuitous 
moment for me, for my little Scottish son John Macdonald is 

his engagement announced tomorrow — you may see it in 
the N. Y. Times - to another valiant little Scot,- Agnes Mac- 
donough Agar - (and if I can guess anything about those Mac- 
donoughs they must once have been part of Clan Macdonald, lang 
syne. Agnes is almos' 
it should be a graund 

It will be a "war wedding" of course, "any day between 
now and September", as the groom and best man, (Hig),- also any 
possible ushers or fiances of bridesmaids, if not already in the 
army, expect to be inducted into it by May or June. 

I thought of you on the upland station platform at 
Albuquerque when we stopped there in February - and wondered . / ^ 
how you do it. ( O ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Jock - and juist as stubborn,- 
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Dr. Speer. April 16, 1942 

to see rae today with 
While in California 

(he is the rector of 

Mrs. George Irving is coining 
Mrs. King, who has returned from China. 
I discovered Mr. and Mrs. John Pettus,- ^ 
All Saints Church in Montecito, thirty—four years old)j— and 
with the name,4 heard in memory a Southern boy's voice (of which 
I had thought but seldom certainly, in the intervening thirty- 
six years),— that of Mr. William B. Pettus — who gave an out¬ 
going-student-message at Nashville,-and of course it turned 
out to be the Rector's father, (leaped thus from age twenty- 
four to sixty); and of course a few Sundays later we all sat 
down to dinner at the Rectory across the years;- because the 
elder Mr. Pettus, (who has trained five thousand missionaries 
and a number of the State Department,- while I did nothing,- 
has had his school transferred to the University of California 
at Berkeley, (as you doubtless know), and was visiting the son's 
family in Montecito with very lovely Mrs. Pettus, (who by the 
way was brought up in Japan with my friend, Mrs. Charles Edmund 

^ Poniona College, who played the piano at my wedding.) Another 
son is a doctor at Changsh^ — Yale —in—CMiina, — as you also doubt — 
less know. 

Jail *** tx O 

These occasions, not unlike Heaven, I believe, and 
entirely undeserved by me-, tend to confirm one's faith. (At 
least "time and distance tend to vanish 'tween the Pettuses and 
me" . ) 

We spoke a 
quite well, and I am 
day; and feel that a 
in her great service 
let him look thither. 

great deal of dear Mamie, whom they know 
sure you know that I remember her every 
good miracle of God will bring her through, 
in China. "V/ho would true valour know",- 

Much love to you all 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, Lakeville, 

Connecticut. 
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Robert E. Speer, D.D., 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New Y o r k. 

April 17, 1942. 

( R.C.Gilmore 
SALES-PRIORITIES DIVISION.) 

My dear Doctor Speer - and brother”pros aretes epimaleion"- though I may 
presume too much : but hope that I do not intrude a useless question. 

You will remember me I believe, from these older lenks and from some talks 
in your Office and at the edge of platforms * * * I am a cousin, or was, 
to the late Robert P, Wilder, from whom Mother used to say I was named i 

Various reasons have drawn me, for nearly two years, into a layman-like ob¬ 
servation of these past four subverting years. ¥/hether EOTHEN comes from 
Prof. E. G. Coy, or ”Limpy" Reynolds of Yale, it is my chief wonder - and 
that of about every one else who tries to look at what usdd to be the Fu¬ 
ture. * * * For a particular purpose, widely away from anything I ever did 
before (tho’ most of my life has gone into type, proofs, writing & thelike) 
all my reading and reflecting has drawn one conclusion. 

This, in brief, is for an Econimico-Religoso-Huraanistic attack on the enemy 
of truth and progress - the destroyer of Faiths and Daily Bread I - and upon 
two or three points it seems to me that there is something new, perhaps af ap¬ 
peal to others than the possibly deluded proposer of them. 

May I ask you three questions : 

Do you believe that the restoration of the integrity of Man 
and of his Nations, Faiths and Industry is coming ? 

When ? - is the time to integrate and begin a movement for 
such re-establishment Now; while War is at our doors ? 

What, may I ask, is your idea from your wide-world viewpoints, 
of the certainty of Peace : for how long : for the World 
perhaps, under the banner of an agreed and democratic Union 
of the better - and we believe - the larger part of Humanity ? 

It will be a very great favor if you can take a bit of time to help me to 
solve certain things I have been thinking, talking and writing about, for 
longer than I have taken for anything 0 - outside business and family - 
in several years. 

With my thanks, and great respect. 

Faithfully yours. 
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1 C. MARTIN 
jnt Bishop 

in 
OMAHA AREA 

The Methodist Church 

512 Omaha Natl. Bank Bldg. 
Omaha, Nebraska 

April 21, 1942 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

Upon inquiry at the Association 
Press I find that the pamphlet "Hov/ to 
Deal With Temptation" which you v/rote 
during the first ?7orld War is entirely 
out of print and they v/ere not even able 
to tell me where I might find a single 
copy. Because I do not know of anyother 
approach to make, which would spare you 
the annoyance, I am ssking if you have a 
duplicate copy of this pamphlet or can 
tell me v/here one might be found. 

With gratitude for what your 
writings have meant to me and with every 
good wish, I am. 

V/CM: EMK 
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MRS. EDWARD T. WILKINSON 
99 MIDLAND AVENUE 

MONTCLAIR. NEW JERSEY 
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MRS. EDWARD T. WILKINSON 

99 MIDLAND AVENUE 
MONTCLAIR. NEW JERSEY 
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THE FRIENDLY CHURCH 

SIXTEENTH AND JEFFERSON STREETS 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

lilay 5th, 1942 

The Rev. Robert Speer, D.D., 
247 i/iadison -ave.. 
New ^ork, 

My dear Dr. Speer, 

I would love to have you come to our Church on 
one of the Sundays of July or August and preach for us morning and 
evening. 

We broadcast the morning service and 1 am sure the 
people of Philadelphia as well as our great audience would be blessed 
by your timely message. 

We have assistant pastors who carry on the service. 

While remunaration means nothing to you, yet w'e give 
$550. for the day, so that all expense might be met. 

'^ou liave always been one of my heros and 1 would like 
very much for all our people to enjoy your presence and your message. 

Could 1 hear from you by return mail? '‘■^ou may address 
me here at nr/ home—6409 N. 6th Street, Philadelpriia, Pa. 

i 
;! 

Here’s my hand and happy smile. 

Most sincerely. 



W _• V 
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jFirst ^resbgterian Church 
QUINCY AND WATER STREETS 

QUINCY, MASSACHUSETTS 

MINISTER 

Z4A/U14. /ieo4Uii 

>5 QUINCY STREET 

June 12, 1942* 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 

Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

V/e arrived home last night about ten o’clock, 
and one of my first occupations this morning in letter writing 
is to express to you again my sincere appreciation for the 
inspiring addresses which you delivered at our synod and synod¬ 

ical meetings. I thought your reminiscences of notable Christ¬ 
ians was fascinatingtto hear. As you were speaking it occurred 
to me that such biographical sketches and human interest narra¬ 
tives would make excellent reading in book form. I would like 
to suggest the possibility of your sharing with the church the 
permanent record of your fellowship with some notable Christ¬ 
ians whom you have met in the past fifty years. 

Your message Thursday morning was a climax to 
your inspiring thought at our synod gathering; every person 
who heard you will be greatly benefited and encouraged to 
become better Christians. I purchased your recent book, 
’^When Christianity Was New,” and shall anticipate fellowship 

thought with you in reading it this summer. 

Again thanking you for your leadership at our 

synod meeting. 

Yours fraternally, 

6 
GEB:W 
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jHONE. CHELSEA 2-3230 

i address LEPERS. N. Y. 

^“^MERICAN 
CO-OPERATING WITH THE MISSION TO LEPERS 

MISSION LEPERS, 

O 

INC. 
LONDON • FOUNDED IN 1874 

6 FIFTH AVENUE 
_W YORK CITY 
JAY SCHIEFFELJN.Pr.itdanl 
PEY ALBIG, .Treasurer 

ELLERSBERGER, M.D., General Secretary 

OND P. CURRIER, . Assoc. Secretary 

DANNER, . . Genl. Secy. Emeritus 

^-— 
June I4th,I942 

Dr,Robert E,Speer 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New YorK N.Y, 

i 

r 
My dear Dr.Speer, 

Sometime ago before I went to Africa and rhiie I was in Student Tork there 

f' 
came into my hands a book entitled”One Giri*s Influence”,If I remember correctly,it 

I 

was compixed by you,This book made a great impression upon me and I used it and recora- 

. mended its use extensively. Now I have been asked to write upon a similar theme,i,e. 

I'i 
■ 

the life of a young woman just graduated from my own College,Agnes Scott in Georgia,She 

w'as called Home three weeks after graduation,Her life,too, was radiant,wholesome,and 

her influence far-reaching, I can think of no siiitable title for this story of her 
♦ 
Y 

life save "Another Girins Influence”. I am v^riting to ask you if you would be willing 

I * 
; for us to use that title,provided (of course) that we mentioned from whence the 

inspiration came. If you feel that this would not be wise,please feel free to say so 

quite frankly, for we are only searching for a title that v/ould be most appropriate. 

Thanking you in advance for your feelings in this matter,and with veiy cordial 

personax regards. 

(Lest you do not place my name,my husband is the newly appointed secretary 
of The American Mission to Lepers.) 

i 
r 
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After graduating from college 1 accepted a position as a high school teacher 
but I sent my application to the Pr^sbyturieii Board of Foreign Missions, Mhcn some 
tim'-. h-^.d elapsed I received word from them that I was accepted for foreign service 
but tnat there would be delay of at least a .V'^ar before they would have funds to 
f-i , rv-» / *, 1 -I- rpl-, J_ ii _ 

send me out. They advised me to attend Moody kblc Institute in preparation, -nd I 
am so thankful that they did, for the y'ar that I spent th.re has been or more use 
to mo than all the rest of my education. It vn.s not so much Vihat I learned from the 
Bible while there as it was that I loarnud HQ?'TO STUDY THB BIBL?] that has been of 
such^very gr^-at adv'^jntag^ to m>^ in later years, Onu of the many questions on the 
c-pplic-.tion blank the Board h-ad sent me was, ”To which field do you prefer to go?" 
I started to write, "Anyi^here but China or Africa." Thun the thought of what Christ 
had don^-; for mu ovu-rcame mo ".nd sii'^'med me, "nd I ansv/erod "Anyvdicre," While I met 
other young people who felt that God x-rr.s calling them to certain fields, I had no 
such consciousness, until iTord came that I \rs appointed to Africa. Immediately I 

calm s^.tisfaction that I v/as in His will. How near I h^.d come to elimina.ting 
Africa from the lijt of fi>..lds to which I v/as willing to go. So strong was this 
consciousness tha.t Africai was where God vaanted me to be that I vfroto to th^^ Board 
in^ansvmr to my appointment, expressing my satisfaction and my definite feeling that 
tnis wa.s God*s place for me. But a;, strange tiling happened I This answer of mine 
crossed on it'^^v/av to New York a, letter from the Board announcing that my appointment 
ha/I bw'cn changed from Africa, to Japan, Hov; puzzled I vms I I could not for one 
moment feel satisfied with the appointment to Japan. I did not know what could have 
ca.used th'. change. In a day or two came a letter from Dr, Speer in answer to my 
last letter. He asked me point blank, "Do you still feel that Africa is the place 
God w-nts you to be?" I ansv/ered clearly that I very definitely did, and my appoint¬ 
ment wa,s a,t once changed ba.ck to Africa., A little later I h^^d personal cause to be 
very thankful that my ear had been open to God's leading through those days of 
decision, for God brought into ny life a great love, v;hich I vrould h-ve missed if I 
h'’,d not been listening for God's voice as m^^ life plans were formed. 

During my first ye-^.r on the field I learned that a missionary's life may be full 
of exciting happenings. It wa.s during that yu-'r that the engine fell through a 
bridge, c'^rrying my husband into the water below with bridge timbers all about him; 
it was during that year that an '"ttic floor gave v;ay, bringing several boxes of 
books crashing to our floorj it vm.s during that first year that the entire plant of 
the industrial school burned to the ground and school boys carried all our belongings 
from our house as it seemed sure that it too would go up in flames; it v/as during 
that first year th^^t the terrible storm cam^ viiich lifted the roof of the large bark 
church and brought it down '’.gain iTith crash. This was mj^ initiation to mission 
life. Most of my work has been tovm evangelization '^nd Bible classes. In more 
recent y.aars m}'’ Bible class r/ork has buen more and more vjith rien, Th#re is such a 
great need for this work among the men, '’.nd the mission'^ry men are nearly alwa.ys too 
busy for it. 

By no means the lease of the many blessings God has given us His gift of our 
five precious daughters. All through the years we have been protected '’.nd guided 
in a vronderful i/ay. How ashamed I am that I was at first afraid to trust ny life 
completely to HimI 





sr’c.i 
Nebraska where I walked two miles to school every day and two miles home I w^s 
graduated there in a class of one hundred and twelve. That ,as supposer^o be ^ 
very large class although Qnaha vras a city of 102,000 at that time! 

,V,.- U ^ little girl I attended a missionary meeting for children 
w ich made a deep impression on me. I remember that the lady who spoke said that 
some of us might become missionaries. -hile I was in high school f !!!s!n 1! 

Theological Seminary in preparation for the foreign field. This 
recalled to my mind the meeting that had impressed me so as a child. As I thought 
of that meeting, I vms sure the lady had asked for a decision for fireign nissiL 

St ' "s tTiiiZy Him, AFHiilD, ior I vj'as not lA/illing* 

to F-^r^o ^ started' 
fr . ^ -J ^ college, but it stood high scholastically. 

li-te'ri'rtv'^^''f appears among the graduates 
of Yankton College, which adopted the poor orohans whose 

Alma iater had expires. I thoroughly enjoyed my cbllego course, as well as the 
oratorical contents and basketball that went with Jt. Those were th. happiest days 
0 my ^ .turit^r. /,nd yet, through a good part of my college course there v/as the 
persistent, nagging question in the back of my mind, ''Did I promise God thrt I 
would serve Him on the foreign fi-^ld?" One day the realization c^cme to me th'^t I 

f .-i ^ to God He would 
wh-t h-rl\ not forget it. So I stopped the vain attempt to recall just 

meeting. Needless to se.y, God did not allow mo to forget. 
. 1 the sermons I heard during those years were missionary sermons, although others 
in the congregation may not have considered them'so. To me, the one point'of ev.ry 
Sermon was, "Preach^tho gospel to every creature," and since there wore so many to 
toll the ne’ws here in America, the one conclusion was that my Lord wanted me to GO. 
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Hnttpb Prpfibgtrrian (Uliitrrli 
3. ®. HurlftB, ffltntaler 

East ^alratiur. (f^iiin 

August 10, 1942. 

Rev. Robert E, Speer D.D., 
Lakeville, Conr. 

Dear Dr, Speer, 

I am writing to thank you for the two 
splendid messages which I heard you give in the Sixth 
United Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, yesterday, I 
am also wondering if you would send me the two lines 
from an unknown poem v;hich Dr, Trumbull quoted in his 
letter to his wife after the death of their little 
dau^ter, I v/ant to pass them on to other parents in 
bereavement, 

Most sincerely. 
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 TREASURER 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

morning at the 
Thanic you 

’’Old i’irst" 
for your wonderful serraon yesterd^^y 
on Christ’s personal presence. 

Sincerely, 





r 

O' 

750 Plyiaouth iiofau, 
Clareiawnt, Calif, 

Aug, ii5, 194i;, 
Dear Idol,- 

or tae next fesv centuries,I sha-j.1 be preoccupied with 

preparlne hose opaque enougii for you, since by your-Deoiaretlon", 

(^VVhy couidn't you mike it the slynlficunfUinety-four"?; I ai 

forced to reccxil; 
im 

our idox’^s feet ere nade of clay- 
bo stony-hearti.d critics say, 

'^ith scorjaful mocklngs; 
Jy deities are glorified 
Because I keep them well-supplied 

«'.ith shoes and 3ftockings, 

> 

I distinguish between the sin,which nuy be a aiseese- XX 

lU.e elephantiasis,or the more occult,Athletes' foot- anu the sinner 

who belongs to the foot. I also appreciate the thrill of coapiinlon- 

ship,and as I behold your roster,I am reminded of the farmer who 

entered his "Baalbek" in the race,for"it was wuth the fee to see ii. 

him shake his bones in such company".^Probably you feel that you 

are going "Back to Christ",- while I feel that He is so I'ar ahead 

of us,that when He says "Follow me",He knows tie is leading an ad- 

vance not a retreat, 

^a11 your alms m(.gnificcntiy t.xprcss the truth of ”Not fail¬ 

ure but low aim is crime”,and I am still seeking to find where you 

have found that He urtes,when our aims are ”endangered” and our 

objectives Imperilled, we are justified in subordinating His law 

to the ^military victory of the United Hations”, 

During a trip through several tov/ns of Southern California 
4 

1 heard v. minister pray for leaders,but not for tnose of our ^ 

enemies. That recalled an incident in South andia when a group of 

missionaries of the same denominational family, heard the apology 

of a smaller group, ”We feel we caniiot pray with you”, and met it 

I with,”btay,just the same. We will pray for you,” 
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Itter to an Idol. p.2. 

I 

f 

li 

> 

You state,”tho3Q leaciers botrayed vust numbers of their 

ov;n people.” Miat about Cx^nscription which was not included in 

the platform of either party at our niticnal election? 

Your st:.tament,”their aim v?as.... to force overlords upon 

this world”, finds in echo in this raorjiing’s headline: ”Foe 

Reaches Gates of Grozny Oil Field.” 

If u)e are truly a democracy,did we not,through a me; jority, 

declare war as members of that Goverrmient?(,btrangely enough, I 

am writing this on Election ” Uni tea ^ otana”- yet we 

say to ourselves,uave Hid Dad. Will You Give a Dollar?” ktb 

only those of us who aisplciy flags on our wind-shields,or on our 
( u>M>l 

lit pels, itiaericc.n citizens? Vire only tnose who\)arry their Bibles 

Christians? More of us should carry our Bibles,surely, but would 

we wiuit to see the Bible pictured on the cover of three hundred 

different magazines, for even one week? Most of us ao not want 

it given the availability offered by the 'Christian uduntists. 

¥rny? Cou)d hypocrisy creep into our patriotism? Dr. H:rtin,of 

Dt. Petersburg,Bla., Euggosts,tkat”hypocris;^ represents the 

desire for sumething for which one is not willing to pay the 

price”, it is ^therefore a tribute to Christians tnat there are 

hypocrites.” Do v?e protest too much our patriotism? 

1 006 the st.md you are tt^king sii.ggest a closer relation¬ 

ship between Church and otate? last week,l wa>s riding in a right- 

hand—drive Forti—built for export- anci at one traffic stop,a bright 

young lad 'called In alarm to our uriver,”Mister, your wheel Is 

on the wrong side”IJ Two drivers were n cessary, but the car dj^ 

function! I that b-y-lass? 

Is that honest little girl voicing your,or our,prayer,when 

she plcadstoear Jesus,make me x go-jd-but not just yet.”? 
Yours fat-you-us-ly, , 

i not 1,0^0 sigp the Ministers Peace Covenant? Uj ^QjryJju^A^^ 
ki*ir-R -•re the 
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Objectors On the Spot 
The Metropolitan Board for Conscientious Objectors 

of New York City is an unofficial body formed by the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, War Resisters League and 
other pacifist organizations to advise C.O.s on their problems 
and acquaint them with their status under the law. It holds 
office hours three evenings a week. Similar boards are func¬ 
tioning in other cities and are linked up with the National 
Advisory Board for Conscientious Objectors of which A. J. 
Muste is Chairman. 

The following cases came before the New York Board 
but they are typical of cases occurring throughout the 
nation.—The Editors. 

A Hobo C.O. 
He had sat beside hobo fires in 44 states—and he was 

only 22. Too many mouths to feed at home. He had 
dropped out, part of that vast roving army of youth 
generously or adventurously on their own in depression days. 

He was business-like. He would not, could not fight. 
He had hardly been in a synagogue since he had left home 
at twelve. Where did it leave him? 

Why couldn’t he fight? People had been too kind to him. 
Men who did not know him had shared their last crust. 
Men of all nationalities and races; Italians, Slavs, Germans, 
Negroes, old stock American, Cockney English. They had 
treated him like a brother. 

Then he believed in the brotherhood of* all men? His 
eyes lighted up with the fervor of his affirmation. 

Did he know that the principle of brotherhood was the 
heart of the teaching of those who had founded the great 
ethical religions? 

It had never occurred to him. 

Was he familiar with Amos and Micah with their call 
for justice and righteousness, Isaiah with his vision of peace 
between the nations, Jesus with his astonishment that men 
should claim to love God whom they could not see when 
they did not love men whom they could see? 

Yes, he knew all that, but he had not thought of such 
things in relation to his own experience. 

_ For a few minutes, he sat there, thinking. Then the 
light broke. This was the heart of religion. Back of laws 
and ritual and creed lay something of which he was a part. 

It may take an appeal to the President. It has taken 
I long hours with local and appeal Boards. He will not fight. 
I He is headed for a Quaker Civilian Public Service Camp. 

I An Objector in Khaki 
* He was wearing khaki. “Are you a C.O.?” the adviser 

asked with some hestitation. 

“I don’t know. That’s what I came in to find out.” He 
looked troubled and spoke with a Western accent. “These 
clothes are what I work in as pilot and engineer for- 
Airways. They just offered me $600 a month to pilot bomb¬ 
ing planes to Britain and I can’t do it. I love flying but 
I can’t have anything to do with the bombing.” 

j “Then you probably are a C.O.” 
1 “I never thought about it. My company could claim 

exemption for me as necessary to defense but if it means 
having anything to do with bombing planes I can’t accept it. 
On the other hand, if I take the whole C.O. position and 
give up my salary I shall have to take my sister out of 
college. Have I a right to do that? Shall I claim Class II 
and trust that they will find some other work that I can 
take, or shall I try to get an engineering job in non-defense 
industry, or shall I claim the C.O. position and go through 
with it ?” 

“Only you can decide that. I can tell you what IV E 
entails, what the alternatives are, but you must make up 

! four own mind about where you stand.” 
I We talked for an hour about pacifism, which he was 
I exploring for the first time, and his eyes convinced me that 
; he understood. There is a special quality of awareness they 
j all have in common whether they call their basis of pacifism 
I religious, ethical or political. It doesn’t take long to recog- 

188 

nize them, often before they have quite understood them¬ 
selves or learned why it is they “can’t have anything to do 
with bombing.” 

The Church vs. Religion 
He was a recent Yale graduate from an Episcopalian 

family. 

“I guess it’s jail for me,” he said. “I’ve thrown overboard 
all my religion. I can’t claim to be a religious objector, 
but I’m damned if I’ll go into the Army.” 

The adviser asked the obvious question, “Why can’t you 
go into the Army?” 

The reply was a short but comprehensive survey of world 
history, an analysis of the last war, a summary of sound 
arguments showing the futility and insanity of war. 

“But what does the futility matter?” pressed the adviser. 
The answer finally boiled down to one idea. Human life, 
any human life is too valuable to be thrown away. 

The adviser suggested: “Some people think that the core 
of Jesus’ teaching lies around the sacredness of human 
personality.” 

“I can see that. Jesus was right. I was brought up in 
the Church and know his teachings. If the Church followed 
him I’d be for it.” 

“Then actually your objection to war is based upon the 
teaching of Jesus.” 

“And back of that teaching is the interpretation I give to 
history. And a fellow doesn’t stop being religious when 
he stops going to church.” 

"No Camps for C.O.s” 
At first his Board stated they had no doubt about his 

sincerity as a C.O. They insisted, however, that they had 
no right to decide the matter. Visit to Draft Board did 
no good. They therefore gave him I-A and permitted an 
appeal. He brought his pastor to the appeal hearing and 
was given IV E. 

He never heard from the Draft Board, although he re¬ 
minded them several times that he was ready and willing 
to give his year of service. With an order number 26 there 
was no doubt that he should have been sent to camp. The 
Board insisted, however, that there are no camps for C.O.s, 
that IV E meant he was in class IV and therefore excused 
from service. Meanwhile other fellows at his place of 
business had been in camp for eight months, he had given 
notice and trained a new worker for his place, yet he could 
not go. 

The adviser telephoned New York Selective Service 
headquarters and within 90 minutes was assured that the 
Board had been enlightened as to the nature of the regula¬ 
tions. The local Board promised to forward the necessary 
record to Washington and Jack will probably go to camp 
without further delay. 

A Draft Board Comes to Us 
In response to a general letter from the Metropolitan 

Board to local Draft Boards concerning C.O.s, a Board 
telephoned about the case of C- H-. Our rec¬ 
ords revealed that he had called to consult one of the 
advisers several months previously. He is a Catholic C.O. 
who had arrived at his position independently. 

A quiet, well-spoken young man, he showed clearly that 
he had arrived at definite convictions against war through 
serious thought and study. Arrangements were made for 
an adviser to call on the local Board to explain the law 
and regulations concerning C.O.s. There was a hearing 
before the local Board with the registrant present. 

After a thorough discussion of the subject of conscientious 
objection, the Board questioned C- H-, believed 
in his sincerity and would have classified him as C.O. but 
for the fact that he was helping to support his family. He 
was therefore given a deferred status. The local Board now 
understands the position of the C.O. and should be able to 
handle future cases without difficulty. 

Fellowship 



Litany of National Penitence 
By SAN FRANCISCO GROUP OF THE F. O. R. 

OTHOU who are of purer eyes than to look upon 
iniquity, who has set before us the ideal of perfection 

and hast put thy law in our inward parts; O Thou who 
dost suffer whenever we sin— 

FORGIVE US O GOD, AND HAVE MERCY UPON 
US WE PRAY. 

For the sins of our nation, its militarism and reliance 
upon the ways of force; for our national greed, our arro¬ 
gant pride, our lust for power; for always considering 
first our own "national interests” and being heedless of the 

welfare of others— 

FORGIVE US O GOD, AND HAVE MERCY UPON 
US WE PRAY. 

For the hatred we have fostered, for the lies we have 
perpetrated, for unjust treaties to which we have been a 
party, for enforcing our will upon other peoples, for 
threatening them with invasion and landing Marines upon 
their shores; for having acquired territory by conquest and 

force of arms— 

FORGIVE US O GOD, AND HAVE MERCY UPON 
US WE PRAY. 

For the suffering we brought upon Germany and Austria 
in the last war; for the mothers whom we widowed, for 
the children’ whom we orphaned, for the heartache and 

nameless pain we caused— 

FORGIVE US O GOD, AND HAVE MERCY UPON 
US WE PRAY. 

For our sins against Japan: for forcing our way into its 
life with gunboats; for setting the example of greatness as 
military might; for our insult to this people of ancient 
culture in passing the Oriental Exclusion Act; for threaten¬ 
ing them year after year with naval maneuvers brought 
close to their shores; for our holier-than-thou condemnation 
of their recent policies—while at the same time we have 
for selfish profit supplied them with the means of destruc¬ 
tion— 

FORGIVE US O GOD, AND HAVE MERCY UPON 
US WE PRAY. 

For tariff barriers and hurtful economic policies; for 
refusal to cooperate in world economic conferences; and 
for failure to build an economic order based on brother¬ 
hood and cooperation— 

FORGIVE US O GOD, AND HAVE MERCY UPON 
US WE PRAY. 

For our exploitation of subject peoples: for our mis¬ 
treatment of the American Indian; for our sins against the 
Negroes in our midst; for the awful condition of the na¬ 
tives of Puerto Rico now under our control; for the sins 
of anti-Semitism among us, and our mistreatment of for¬ 
eigners and aliens— 

FORGIVE US O GOD, AND HAVE MERCY UPON 
US WE PRAY. 

For building canon while men lack bread; for living in 
a world of plenty yet allowing our brothers to starve; for 

callous treatment of migrants, sharecroppers, and the un¬ 
employed ; for despising the poorest and lowliest and 
lost— 

FORGIVE US O GOD, AND HAVE MERCY UPON 
US WE PRAY. 

For our blindness in supposing that we might do evil 
and expect that good would come; for our misuse of 
power; for harnessing science and inventive genius to the 
work of destruction; for wasting natural resources; for the 
sin of directing our most purposive endeavor and the 
strength of our finest young men to the preparation for 
warfare— 

FORGIVE US O GOD, AND HAVE MERCY UPON 
US WE PRAY. 

SAVIOUR DIVINE, who perpetually for suffering hu¬ 
manity dost bear the burden, the dread relentless burden 
of redemption, we pray thee that we thy servants today, 
may with these weak hands uplift a little corner of the 
weight which crushes thee. 

Grant that we may share in thy holy mystery of pain, 
thy sacrament of agony, which redeemeth the world. Give 
us courage of heart that we may drink with thee a little of 
thy cup, thy bitter cup of humiliation, of loneliness, of 
suffering. 

Help us to see thee as thou art, incarnate in the down¬ 
trodden, in the victims of war and oppression. Give us 
grace in serving them to serve thee. In our loneliness and 
pain, if thou bestowest upon us these tokens of thy fellow¬ 
ship, help us to pay honestly, unstintingly and bravely our 
part of the great price which of old and forever thou, 0 
our God, payest in man for man. Enoble us this day 
with a share in thy work of redemption. Amen. 

If Christ Should Fly A Bombing-Plane 

If Christ should fly a bombing-plane 
In some war-pilot’s stead. 
In place of bombs he’d load his racks 
With many loaves of bread. 

He’d guide his plane by pity’s beam 
And love’s world-circling ray 
To where forgotten folk repeat:— 
"Give us our bread this day.” 

There the good Christ would drop his gifts 
Of merciful surprise— 
His plane a shining flying cross 
To all believers’ eyes. 

Children would shout, and mothers shed 
Glad tears at such a sight. 
Oh, who will fly for Christ today 
On love’s forbidden flight.^ 

Alan Jenkins. 

187 November 1941 



Thomaston, G-a., 
Sept.4,1942. 

Dr.Robert E.Speer, 
Lakeville,Conn. 

Dear Dr.Speer: 

I am sendlri'’' to your address under separate cover 

a copy of one of your books which has been in my possession for 

several years.If you will,please autograph it with your name 

and any appropriate expression which occurs to you and return 

it to me at your convenience,using the postage which I have en¬ 

closed for that purpose. 

I'y v/ife and I heard you at Montreat Aug.27-30 and 

on Sunday morning T,re had the privilege of speaking to you,Let 

me thank you again for your heart-warming and inspiring mes¬ 

sages on encouragement,the love and unity of believers,Christ’s 

revelation of the Fatherhood of God,and the assurance of His 

abiding presence.I heard you speak at Montreat 31 years ago 

at a Y1!GA conference along with Dr.Mott,Dr.W.D.V/eatherford,Mr. 

C.K.Ober,and others. 
* ♦ * 

I trust - and I believe - you v/ill not think my 

request unduly presuming.^hanking you most kindly and thanking 

God earnestly for your long and illustrious ministry,! am. 

Sinc^ely and fraternally .’yours, 

} 
/ 

^astor,Presbyterian Church, 
Thomaston,Ga. 

r/J . . T M 



^ . r/ . 

<lii 

* 

1 J 
4 

-1. V 7 » 

l^.’- W 

* I 

vi^: 
« 

t 



TM* American committee 

|ERT E. SPEER, Chairman 

LTER MCDOUGALL. TREAS. 

JVAN L. PIERSON. SEC Y, 

f. JOHN HENRY JOWETT, D.D. 

f/.JOHN TIMOTHY STONE. D.D. 

I.CORNELIUS WOELFKIN.D.D. 

•.FRANK MASON NORTH. D.D. 

LIAM REVELL MOODY 

o 

The American Committee 
BOARD OF Trustees in Seoul 

OF THE 

THE BRITISH COMMITTEE 

rC.CAMPBELL MORGAN. D.D 

J. STUART HOLDEN 

F. B. MEYER. B.A. 

1. HEAD. ESO. 

ii. HAY WALKER. Eso 

^rtfiur Jiersfon jHemorial 

SEOUL, CHOSEN (KOREA) 

Office of the Secretary. 156 Fifth Avenue. New York 

REV. J. L. GERDINE. 
Administrator 

REV. H. G. UNDERWOOD, D.D. 

REV. W. G. CRAM 

REV. W. A. NOBLE, D.D.. 
vice-administrator 

REV. J. R. MOOSE 

Y REV. E. W. KOONS 

REV, C. A. CLARK 

REV. W. C. RUFUS 

REV. C. S. DEMMING 

BISHOP HERBERT WELCH 

DR. R. A. HARDIE, TREASURER 

REV. JAS. S. GALE. D.D,, 

Secretary NUE. New York secretary 

. vs ^ 



V N 
-C-C-O*. 

t-u-^ 

A 

t f ^ , 

^=c«- *h*.*_^ ,.i^ 

^■'^^<.4iL-r 
■ •“ ■=^‘-<-<-^ -t-» 

-=2^^ 



■vPA- Stevens SLATON. Texas 

iufjt-.H, 1^4“^ 

CjlW7vj 'VKMJL (UuL "WMUL. 5) CUa^ 

V&J^ '^^OuoCi^ OUaJv /L^lwJcaa.0^ <AA^ 

^\AJ<Xh'0^\ /<iUxiLu/^ 

44x. oiUccS^a 6-| 44mjl 

vj /U/UiOL 

0-i-a>ai«j O^^Xaaa^ 'Vu \^Ua>^ AAA.(j;JUX^UL^^ 

L\a^ KkJ3^<A^ MIjl ^ 

QjJkjbA ciW>a^ 

ulWuA 44iUA^ • [XnxA kXLhS^ 'V4ic 

y4hAlA>(^ cuiA A. TnA^ ICouMl 

ir ^AMJUck Aju)JLuu^ 44iL 

OLaJ^U/Aj I^'>06Aa16-1/O , 

UUtkJiAA-^ '+4^0 CA.C/CJMA^'t h-L *4HJL/v^(i!Llixfl^^ 

4-^ CikAiAi" (JOU^A, 44iL KiLtfxA^ UVUljU 

■fvl/VXv L\ildAA iAL^XA/^ '!S4oAr 4<AAAXJ<LiL. 

^Viu^ 4o \<5ka. OuaJL ^ 

w^i" U^A^ijo a IWii “Kitiu 

''^4a. (Lati/ii' ;cjLy|L6A:t aa 



-Vf/I 



UKIIL iwL UA- C)L(^^]IX4a. 

HM. ^^-ouxL 6uJl 

t^|jiL ^Uux^uuiA; . 04ua ^ 

-W) >UJU. aIloJLL W iu^fc^oLd 

^ "vua:!- THoivcL. 

OLu.! '^'VMs-uiiiA, (xLl 

4ti TAOiikiL M/UL 

'r<iyKSL,\ 7 ^ 

Vju^ ^l(UM_ CA 

^ML -1-0 ioAX^L 

S^kxAAXXl^ 

sCUa.&v xi" U>^hjJL(SL lUddUA^iX, 

/^icCvXux(x^ 4d yvjL. 

VWaAXA CUa Sn Ai(d^ 

W vJojii^a (^TK -\4jl |A.6^aX KAi-oJ—» 

g3c 4Ijl 

'TT\omL h , '7UU4‘^. 

^v fo.A>JL 

AA 





,37 

:e president and general manager 

gFOVER 

|E PRESIDENT 

IHMANN 

JE PRESIDENT 

VANS 
gASURER 

URE FOOD PRODUCTS 

Septeniber 8, 1942 

Rev, Robert E, Speer, D, D. 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Bily dear Dr. Speer: 

Ever since I came to Pittsburgh from the sticks, 
I have taken advantage of the opportunities to hear the word 
of God from men like yourself who come here from time to time, 

A few weeks ago I went to the service in the Sixth 
United Presbyterian Church, the Sunday morning you preached 
there. During the course of your sermon you told about the 
passing of Dr. Eliot, former president of Harvard UniveiTsL^. 
I assumed at the time that the vision of his motheriwas that 
of a man of;God on the threshold of his heavenly home. La¬ 
ter I could' not believe this to be true 7/hen I remembered 
that Dr. Eliot was a Unitarian, 

Would it burden you too much. Dr. Speer, to write 
me whether I misinterpreted the story? Was Dr. Eliot’s 
vision, in your judgment, that of a man entering the King¬ 
dom of Heaven? If you believe this to be a fact, how can 
you reconcile it 77ith his Unitarian faith? 

Sincerely yours. 

[ 
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)SEPH LINDSAY 

CLERK OF SESSION 

AKE S. COLVIN 

*T. SABBATH SCHOOL 

(Associate P^sligtertan 
JOSEPH L. GRIER. D. D. . Pa«tor 

CHESTER. S. C. 

M. H. WHITE 

Chairman of deacons 

JENNIE M. OATES 

TREASURER 

^epteiLber 

^ishth 

19 4 2 

Jear Dr, 6peer:- 

I send you cordial {greetings on the 
occasion of your birthday, Thursday, September the 
Tenth• 

You are to be sincerely congratulated on 
the goodness of Dod to you through all these years. 
Yours has been a ministry that has been bountifully 
blessed to the good of multitudes. Yever have you*" 
been more effective in your pulpit work than you 
are now, judging from the blessing you brought us 
at Bonclorken and Lontreat, 

I want to thank you in the name of our Confer¬ 
ence at Bonclarken for the real blessing you brought 
us^inthe addresses you gave us. It was surely a great 
privilege for me to hear you also at Lontreat. 

w’e hope to have you at Bonclarken next 
sui.jiier. It is my expectation to have a conference 
with ^r. Caldwell within the next month or so and 
alter this I v/ill likely be v/riting you about an en¬ 
gagement for next surrimer. 

Lay yr'UT birthday be a iixoat happy one and ^ 
this coming year the most fruitful of all your 
richly/” productive years. 

Dr* Robert li,, c^peer 
Lakeville, Conn, 
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1ICAGO OFFICE—77 w, Washington street 
SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE-228 McAllister STREET 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

VISION OF SPECIAL GIFTS AND ANNUITIES 

Miss Ruth Elliott 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

DIRECTORS 

NEW YORK 

September 15, 1942 
(■Dictated September 14) 

Dr, "Robert R, Speer 
'•Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Last Saturday I was in Mr, Sweeney's home and showed him the fine blurb 
you had written about his book and he was immensely -nieased by it. It is going 
on the jacket with the exception of one word which I deleted, '’naive", and it 
will stand with four other statements from John Kieran, Dilly Phelus, Hermann 
Fagedorn and Crantland Rice. ’Vhen jrou add Robert R. Speer to that* list you 
really have an impressive quintette, '^'e have deleted the other comments and 
these five appraisals stand out in their own majesty. 

I appreciated very much what you wrote about my shifting into the Army. 
I worked out the arguments pro and con and the logic of the reasons against 
going in are obvious. I know that I am running risks in doing this; a risk to 
my health because, as an old sprinter, my pump is a little uncertain; a risk to 
my position here; and a risk financially. I had reached the place where I was 
willing to give it up and Connie had arrived at the point of view where she was 
willing to have me go. Then a letter came in from Kilpatrick, a cony of which I 
am enclosing; I talked to Mr. Whiteman, Chairman of the Hoard's Committee on 
Special Gifts and Annuities, and he said that if he had such an invitation, he 
wouldn't hesitate, that the country came first right now and that we must win the 
war if we are to go forward later in our foreign missions service and that he 
would support my request for leave of absence. This request will come un to the 
Board at its meeting next week. If the commission comes through, I will nrobahly 
go to Hampton Roads about the first of October. 

Hob Russell is trying to get back into the Nairr as a Chaplain, and a number 
of my friends and acquaintances are going in. 

I know that this is not the safe line to take, but I cannot get out of my 
head the fact that the country is in real danger; that I have been offered a 
commission in the Army which must defend our nation and win the victory that 
must be won for freedom, all over the world; I have passed my physical examination; 
I can do the w^ork which is offered; and I know the Division here can be organised 
to carry on in my absence. I don't believe I could stand it to go through these 
coming years, which are going to be very tough ones with heavy casualties, and 
not have some part in the battle. Army service is a real strain, especiallv for 
those of us who are not as young as we were when we ran the dashes on the deck of 
the "Southern Cross", but this is a risk I want to tp.ke and I know I have 3’'our 
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interest and sjnnpathy and that I will have your pra3rers. 

I am enclosing a Foreign Affairs Bulletin which gives the story of the 

"Gripsholm’* Conference. It was a great joy to welcome the missionaries home, 
some of whom had been reported as hors de combat. 

I am 
With love and best wishes to you and Mrs, Speer and for all the famil}'-, 

Affectionately yours, 

n/, 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WPW/mz 
Enclosure, 

September 15, 1942 

P.S. Yesterday evening, after this letter was dictated, I received a telegram 

from Washington sa3ring that the commission as Captain had been acted upon and 

ordering me to report September 28th at Hampton Roads. Today the commission 

papers came through and I have been sworn in. I must admit I am very happy to 

have this chance to serve in the United States Army. I remember when we^were 

boys together, my twin brother and I often played with paper soldiers that we 

had ordered from France and that were really handsome and well-made. We each 

had our own country and our own armies and maneuvered all over the attic in the 

big house at Bonnie Brae. One of our ancestors. Major Fbb, fought in the 

Revolutionary War. He left quite an extraordinar3'- record of service, both as 

a soldier and an athlete. I wanted so much to go in 1918 when my twin brother was 

in the Army, who also later became a Major. I remember standing in your office 

after I had come home to bring Connie back in the last months of 1918. The'troops 

were marching down the avenue and I exclaimed to you, "It is hard for a young man 

to see them and not want to go along.” You said you understood, but that we had 

to do the quiet work;and I stayed on in the foreign missions service. Now there 

is another chance and I am truly grateful for this opportunit3’-, although I know 
the risks involved, 

W.R.W. 

( 
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REVEREND EARL PEARMAN 

THE PARSONAGE 

SALISBURY. CONNECTICUT 

■-I- ‘-3 

Dear Dr, i^peer: 

A fter a refreshing respite from my 
•work I am back now in the thick of things and I want 
i to express to you in behalf of ail our people our 
i deep appreciation of your coming to us last Sunday. 

ifVherever I go I hear folk say that the service 
I was exalting and that they were greatly helped, 
i We thank ycia so much and pray God’s blessing upon 
• you. 

Please extend our good wishes to Mrs. Speer. 

Faithfully yours. 

I 
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BOIXAR STEAl^SKir MHE. 

StilP PEESIIiE?-iT ADAMS. 

SUSJjA? service 

£-^h oWd&7 Airlnf- tho voyago vhm not In port Uiere wae relie- 
louo eorvlce on tho ship at 11.00 A.M. Moat of tho tiw thorr®”! 
a olor^smn on boarsi, but oop.lng hono fron Alexeridria In the abaonco 

s2;l^' Borneo! 
i ^4 I did ao J^ono* On 15th, while there vfs*' a 

miniGtor who hau rlvon tho ssorvice a w©©h‘pr<^vlou0, I ar^in^sr-od 
aorvioo cor.pronlao waa a^focted Lnl !^oonfcc?ot the’ 
o'riotSro* !;^ ® Sjlsolonarj- in tho Soudan, road tho 

preached the aornor. it rrna rathor a tlohliah a’*u"- 
tlon, but with a little diplomacy all paoced agroijably an:’ "ov."'‘r‘~ 
Hoed ooemod to be entirely content, ac appeared the ^ollovknrda’' 

curfor no'sHonLi ^aii- 

thro^ occasions I used tho mornirjr^sorv^ofl 

Ibout^tsont^^nimCa readinpo, vfhicfc occup^d 
and ir 01^0 Sf^ reading frsi- the aortpturoa, 
ChPiotian^fftrLL^!^^ J cnee fron Albert rr. Falnar’e 

1 
2 

3 

4 
6 
6 

7 
8 

Sunday, April loth, 1V2B, 
Order of worshin. 

^.,.,^P^,^,J^^I,^ eUwiOiill^laMai ♦ 

Hyisn no, 192 in Hymnal, 
Pr^/cr Book, pages 5 to 11. 
liyrm Bo, 209 in Hy-snal. 
Scrlpturo, St* John, Chanter 14. 
.r<oading extract from Chrletlan Watch^^ords. 
Collootion for Soatnans Church Institute# 
Hym-i fio, 426 in Hymnal,., 
B&nediotlon, St. OhrisJoTn’o pravor* 

page If? of IVayor Booh* 

Sunday, April 22nd, loryj. 
Order of 

1* 

2. 
S* 
4. 
ru 
8* 
7. 
8. 

worship. ■' .. 
Bo* £'Ofi* iiCly, Holy, Koly* 

^^Prayer look, X to lo, including Kosponsivc 
iiymn 4*4o* lk:-0* t)©ar A^ord ojiid J''&th€-ir* Four vorcoo 

Heading 

owrlpture. Irath, Chap* I, and Honans, Chap, io* 
ttoading extract fron cu&ckonaio King* 
Collection for Soasrl«^^*a ChuixJh Inctituto# 
hyvaxi Ho. 245* Ho-Lead©th >ko. 

T v.<* Benediction: tho ancient Hobrox blocaln/::- ’’The 
you ^®0P yo^i; tho Lord lot hie countonanoo shine upon 

i f Sraciouo ut.to you; the herd lift up his countonanoo unto 
f you ana give you poaoo. 





I30LLAH STi^-;liaP LIMv, 

SHIP PHHlUIjE:rT ALAl ^, ’ 

SUl^UAr SUIVIOL. 

(Bh©0t Bo* 2* ) 

Sunday, May ISth, 192B* 
Ordor of worship* 

Vao Pev. Mr. Hoed has invited tm to aGeiet 
In this racrning devotione aj-^l I ar; m a 
layman, to read the Clrorch Bervlo©* 

1« Hjnim Ko* 240* There a wlrlenoeo in 
Codl*o nercy. Veroea 1-3* 

S* Book, 1 to II, lncludi?ig Hoaponalv© Heading* 
5* Hyrm So. BD3. Como Thou Alniglity King* 
4. Sorlpturo reading, Hr* Umd* 
5 * Serrson » » t* 

d* Colloctlon for ScHwmn^s Chm-ch Institute* 
7. Hym Bo* 4C0. Praioo to aod, I^.ortal Praise* 
8. Benediction. St. CJirieoetom’s Prater. 

Page IP or Prayoi' Book* 





I 

1 

MINISTER: 

/. J. CHAPMAN BRADLEY 

MORNINGSIDE DRIVE, N. Y. 

EL, university 4-0200 

iHount Masliiitgtntt 0II|urrI| 
B4 Bermilgra Aarttup 

Nfar Sroabmag anb 2n4tlj Street 

Nphj ^ork (Sitg 

®pl. Storrainp r-n442 

Septem'ber 29, 1942 

Dr. Robert 3, Speer, 
Lakeville, Conn, 

Dear Dr, Speer: 

I cannot begin to tell you how deeply ap¬ 
preciated your two addresses were yesterday. There was 
not a man present but was deeply searched by your 
clear and forceful presentation. \Vhat you had to say was 
the most appropriate address for ministers I have ever 
heard. It will be a great pity if at some time in the 
future this wealth of your wisdom and experience and kind¬ 
ly suggestion, born out of your acute observation, and 
your perception of the church‘s need, is not made available 
in print. Personally, I think that address should be com- 
pulsary reading in every one of our Theological seminaries. 

You may be assured that you did the men of 
New York Presbytery a great deal of good and it was deeply 
appreciated by us all. 

May God bless you richly and spare you for 
many more years of service in His church. 

Sincerely, 
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THE PRESBYTERY OF NEW YORK 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

FLAND BARTLETT 

STATED CLERK 
THEODORE FISKE SAVAGE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

September 30, 1942 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Robert: 

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for mailing 
Monday a memorable day and I know that every member of 
Presbytery would echo this thought. A number have asked 
if any of this which you gave to us on Monday has been 
put into any printed form. I told them that I did not 
believe that it had been for it would seem to me that it 
was something v/hioh had grown out of your own rich ex¬ 
perience and thinking and that much of it you were using 
in the conferences you were holding. 

If you have it in any form and would ever care to have it 
printed. Presbytery of New York would undertake to see that 
this was done, for it would be most helpful to many minis¬ 
ters in helping them to shape their lives after the pattern 
of their Master, Christ. To me its helpfulness'came 
not only from your careful thinking, but it came from the 
inspiration of the spirit in which you gave it. 

Ever affectionately. 





r 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S. A, 
SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

REV. RALPH A. WAGGONER, D. D., EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

1122 WEST 7TH STREET TELEPHONE 2075 

SEDALIA, MISSOURI 

October 9, 19^2. 
Dear Doctor Speer: 

1 I said goodbye to you just two hours ago and on the way home finished 
|,collecting the ten pounds of coffee. All but four are Maxwell House, 
jI could not find the entire ten pounds of one brand but I think it is 
1 all of the same grade. To do this little favor for you makes me very 
, happy. I included, to^fill out the box, a can of our midwest sorghum. 
: You may not care for it’but folks out this way like its peculiar taste 
very much. This bundle may arrive before you get home but if so I hope 

! your wife will not be shocked by such a strange awkward package. These 
; days I find one has to use what wrappings may be at hand. 

I Mrs. Waggoner was very happy to meet you again. Through many years you 
: have been a great inspiration to us both. Now I feel that you are a 
^ personal friend. In months to come as I go along Missouri highways I 
' shall think of your presence with me even as it has been this week. You’ve 
been a great blessing to me and my task will be easier because of the 
Seminars in which we’ve been together. 

incerely and affectionately 

1 
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GEORGE INNES, PRESIDENT 

D. W. INNES. SECRETARY 

R. G. INNES. TREASURER 

INNES COMPANY 
FACTORY AND OFFICE 

BETTENDORF. IOWA 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

COMBINE 

PICK-UP ATTACHMENTS 

October 17, 1942 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockeyledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Robert: 

Echos from your voice come from time to time but it 
seems a long time since I have seen you face to face. 
I think it is more than four years. Mrs. Innes and I 
speak of you and Mrs. Speer very often. Today a letter 
came from Fred MacMillan and in every paragraph on the whole 
page there was Speer, Speer, Speer. He and his brother 
heard you at Y/estminster Church in Dayton last Sunday 
(Sabbath) and Fred told me what a great blessing your 
address brought to him and how accross the years the 
ministery of your messages had been a tonic to his life, 
and I said Amen I 

Fred called my attention to the fact that you are to be 
at the Sunday Evening Club in Chicago tomorrow evening. 
We will be tunning in, but if it wasn^t for rubber we 
would be running in. 

I hope that things are going well with you. Mrs. Innes 
and I expect to be in Philadelphia the week after next. 
John has been for a year in the school that he was in 
when a boy at Wauwatt', Pennsylvania and we are going to 
be there to see him. If you are going to be around 
Philadelphia let me know and we will break bread together. 

V»ith affectionate regards. 

George Innes 
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Cljiragn Club 
TO MAINTAIN A SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN INSPIRATION AND FELLOWSHIP IN THE BUSINESS CENTER 

AND TO PROMOTE THE MORAL AND RELIGIOUS WELFARE OF THE CITY 

OFFICERS 

President First Vice-President 
CD'FORD W. BARNES HARRY A. WHEELER 

(!^rchestra gall 
EVERY SUxNDAY EVENING 

Vice-Presidents 
H lACE W. ARMSTRONG WILLIAM E. GOODMAN 

DUALD S. MCWILLIAMS CHARLES W. SEABURY 

Chairman Executive Committee 
EDWARD FOSS WILSON 

OCTOBER TO JUNE 

Executive Offices 
10 South La Salle Street, Suite 1340 

Telephone, Franklin 3356 

Secretary Treasurer 
E.VARD K. WELLES SOLOMON A. SMITH (Chicago 

TRUSTEES 

the officers: and 
JOHN S. BROEKSMIT 
ALFRED T. CARTON 
JOHN L. CLARKSON 
ARTHUR H. COMPTON 
NEWTON C. FARR 
JAMES B. FORGAN 
CHARLES F. GREY 
STANLEY G. HARRIS 
GEORGE B. MCKIBBIN 
ANTHONY L. MICHEL 
CHARLES M. MODERWELL 

WILLIAM S. 

JOHN NUVEEN, JR. 
JAJMES F. OATES, JR. 
ROBERT G. PECK 
CLARENCE B. RANDALL 
EDWARD L. RYERSON 
WILLIAM P. SIDLEY 
FRANK S. SIMS 
hermon d. smith 
ELMER T. STEVENS 
BERNARD E. SUNNY 
HAROLD H. SWIFT 
EDWARD HALL TAYLOR 

WARFIELD, III 

HONORARY TRUSTEES 

THOMAS E. DONNELLEY ALBERT W. HARRIS 

JOHN W. O’LEARY 

October 19, 1942 

Dr.Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 

My dear Bob; 

That was a wonderfully fine job you did 
last night, and I am so sorry it was necessary for me to 
run away as I did. Your heart was certainly in that 
message, and it reached the hearts of the hearers with a 
resulting good which none of us can measure, but I am sure 
it will be great. 

I do hope somewhere and sometime today 
you will have an opportunity to obtain a real rest. You 
must remonber that you are not as young as you once were, and 
so should take extra good care of your health. Please plan 

things next time so that you can make us a visit at Glen Rowan. 

With gratitude and kindest regards, I am, 

Yours truly, 
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October 19, 1942 
41 Sn©!! Hall, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Robert E. Speer, D.D. 
% Presbyterian Board of 

Foreign Missions, 
Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Sir: 

I have admired you all my student days, and hence went to 

the Chicago Sunday Evening Club last night with keen anticipation. 

What the chairman said about people all over the world was surely 

true in my case, namely that I identified your name with the 

promotion of the King<iom of God. 

Hence I am deeply disturbed at some of the implicaU Ons of 

your address, its topic, its overtones and undertones, and some 

of the things said an<i unsaid. 

I went expecting to hear the utterance of on© whose heart and 

faith and loyalty is in the Klng<iom of God as it centers in the 

life and teaching and death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and 

as it has proven itself, for instance in the Missionary movement. 

I expected from you something that would help advance the Kingdom 

of God in its distinctively Christian sense - something that would 

reinforce our loyalty to the Church and her missionary enterprise 

and the preaching everywhere of the Gospel of the riches of God 

in Christ and the resultant plea to all m©n to repent and live 

lives consonant with that Gospel. 

I hope you will forgive me if I tell you frankly that I was 

disappointed. It seems to me that the net result of your address 

was nationalistic and propagandist, and hence I cannot help 

wondering about your motive. I am wondering if in your purpose 

you did rjot fall short of the mark which your prestige and your 

honour as a man of Christ should have dictated for you. 

The implications of your topic, of statements in your prayers. 





and of references In your address to the Axis, would lead one 

to suppose that the * Fight* to which you refer is, in its most 

conspicuous present form, the fight between the United Nations 

sud the Axis. You Implied that the United Nations cause was the 

side of God, and the Axis the side of the demons. 

In other words you are practically denying ^hxxr own thesis 

of the Demonic (and hence supra- political or -national or -racial) 

character of the fight in which the Church is engaged, in effect 

you throw the Church off guard against the Demonic which lurks 

amidst the so-called * United Nations* as well as in the Axis camp. 

You are robbing the Church of her divine mission to all men by 

falsely identifying her with a particular political movement. And 

by asserting that one of the present two historical relativities 

is the cause of God you practically abandon faith in the unique 

redemptive mission of the Church of Chris t as the cause of God. 

Few would deny that the Christian life is in its very essence 

a fight. But the Christian experience is also likened to a *fire* . 

Is it then legitimate to say that since crowded and dirty tenements 

encourage fire they are favourable to the Christian experience ? 

It seems to me that we have a right to expect from you as a 

Christian missionary that you will characterize that ’fight* in 

Christian terms as distinct from Hebrew or Zoroastrian or Mohammedan 

or purely nationalistic, where litos the heart of the conflict as 

Christ pointed it out ? What is God* s strategy as Christ revealed 

it ? What methods does He sanction, and what have proved successful 

You ignore or sidestep these questions* But to do so is to 

set aside the strategy of God, and to put the Church at the mercy 

of the schemes of men* God forbid that His cause should be at the 

mercy of the planning of a Churchill or a Roosevelt or an Amery I 

The world today needs a Church that is alive to the significance 
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of her own unique mission* And only as the Church avoids 

the compromise of that mission can she help the world or merit 

the name of Church. 

It seems to me that you have helped put the light under a 

bushel, and I am deeply disturbed. 

Very sincerely and respectfully yours. 

Willard Griffin Foote 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U. S. A. 
SYNOD OF MISSOURI 

REV. RALPH A. WAGGONER, D. D., EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

1122 WEST 7TH STREET TELEPHONE 2075 

SEDALIA. MISSOURI 

October 21, 1942 

li!rs. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

my dear lYrs . Speer 

Thank you for your gracious note. It made me very happy to know l 
lad pleased you. I was a little afraid that the packing was not 
sufficient to keep the glass coffee Jars from breaking. "Tin cans 
ire becoming more and mere scarce out here. Everything possible is 
:)ut up in cellaphane or glass. 

: sent the sorghum at a venture and am very glad you liked it. It 
.s one of our best brands and I picked it up at a local grocery store, 
.ots of it is made in Missouri and Iowa. We think ther^ is a good 
iWang to it. From w hat I learned today it will he next to impossible 
>0 order any from manufacturers direct. It has all teen bough£ up. 
. can procure you some, however, in fact I have priority on four half 
gallon cans if you care for them. Part of it is eoi and part of it 
)7^. If you'll tell me whs t quantity you desire I'll see whet I can 
to and it will be no trouble to send it to you. 

: had yesterday a delightful note from Dr. Speer. He has been to me 
he greatest human inspiration of the men I've known in our ministry. 
0 be able to do some little thing that might please either of you 
lakes me very happy. 

’hank you for the reference to "This is a time for greatness". I have 
lot seen the book but will look it up. 

Sincerely yours 
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Rev. Paul R Hickok 

Forest Hill Presbyterian Church 

Newark, New Jersey 

2c,th October 

Robert E Speer D.D. 
"Rockledge”, Lakeville 
Connecticut 

My dear Doctor Speer 

’.Ve have looked forward with eager and happy 
expectancy to your coming to us in our Dia/aond Jubilee 
and you must have felt the welcome of our people, and 
their response to your message. It was not only a 
deep joy to have you here, but your message Sunday 
morning sounded just the note of high resolve that 
we have hoped might be heard in all that may be 
planned for the next periods. 

For me personally, there was very unusual 
satisfaction, and it makes another item in the big 
catalogue of personal obligation to you. 

Mrs Hickok and I wer-e so happy to have the 
evrening v/ith you in the home of Mr and Mrs Rliodes. 
’?e have known the strong friendship they have with 
you, covering so many years, and it was a real 
privilege to share such an atmosp^^ere of love and 
good v/ill. The Rliodes household have been generous 
and loyal to us to a marked degree in the years we 
have been in Forest Hill. 

The enclosed check is, of course, no adequate 
compensation for the service given to us on Sunday, 
but we wish you to put it in your ”Exx)enses Fund”, 
v;hioh must have to be drawn uoon almost constantly, 
with so much traveling. 

Once again, our love to you, and sincere good 
wishes. And my special appreciation of the gracious 
note from Mrs Speer early last week. 

✓ Cordially yours. 
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THE TABERNACLE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
THIRTY-FOURTH AND CENTRAL 

INDIANAPOLIS ^'INDIANA 

ROY EWING VALE, D. D., LL. D. 

MINISTER 

October 28, 1942 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Your bow certainly abides in strength. It was 
with keen anticipation that I came for the series 
of conferences in the Synod of Tennessee, and I 
came away with even greater experiences than I had 
expected. One of the most inspiring and altogether 
helpful opportunities I have had in a long time 
was that of hearing you in those six addresses, of 
which your concluding one on ” True Christian 
Leadership " was a mountain-top climax. In that 
address you lifted us up to a place of new under¬ 
standing. For myself let me say that you put clearly 
what I have vaguely been feeling after for a con¬ 
siderable time, and I came back with a renewed urge 
for my own work here. 

YIe made extensive inquiry in Knoxville for an 
electric heater similar to the one you liked, but 
could find none at all. I am sorry; for some of 
us wished to place this in your hands. 

Please do not take time to reply to this letter. 
You have many and demanding duties, and you are 
travelling a great deal, and should not have to 
use your time in mere convention. But let me say 
again, for whatever it may be worth, that your 
proclaiming and your living of our Lord Jesus Christ 
have across the years helped me personally more 
than can be put into words. Thank you, and may 
God bless you and your dear ones in all things. 

Faithfully your friend 

REV/Jb Hoy Ewing Vale 
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Dr* Robert E* Speer 
Lakeville, Conn* 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

First Presbyterian Church 
CHESTER E. WHITTIER. PASTOR 

HELENA. MONTANA 

MANSE: 
403 N.WARREN STREET 

November 18, 1942 

I yrant to again thank you for our Synod and for 
our church for your inspiring messages given to us, and for 
your challenging message of conviction given in the church 
Sxmday morning* 

Your message in our church was the topic of some 

discussion in the meeting of our Board of Trustees last evening* 

Many of Toy people have expressed to me their appreciation of 
your service to the church, thanking me for affording them such 

an opportunity to hear you* One little girl told her Mother, 
could have listened to him longer.” There is no question but 

you made a great impression upon the hearts of our people, sind I 

am sure that the fruits of the message will be apparent in days 

to come* I personally am so glad that your message was of the 
natixre that it was* it reinforced in a powerful way, as coming 
from you, some things which I have tried to say* This was the 
comment of one of the Trustees in the meeting of which I spoke* 

I meant to tell you, but neglected to, that I was 
sorry I made the mistake in giving the First chapter of Hebrews as 

the Scripture lesson, instead of the right one, the Third, in our 
order of service. 

My study becomes more and more the Upper Room of 
inspiration and sacred memories as men such as yourself and Dr* 
Irving and my fellow ministers gather in prayer and meditation 
in it* The rea,* actual, and abiding presence of my Lord with me 

becomes increasingly my experience, especially after such a helpful 
message as that with which you closed our Seminar - ”Lo I am with 
you*” And as He becomes an abiding companion in prayer and medi¬ 
tation I more frequently realize His presence in the streets and 
homes of our city* 

Most sincerely. 
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First Presbyterian Church 
CHESTER E. WHITTIER. PASTOR 

HELENA. MONTANA 

MANSE: 
403 N.WARREN STREET 

IT0 vemlD er 21, 194 2 

Dr, E, E, Sneer 
LaJieville, Conn, 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

It is our pleasure to inform you that Board of Tinistees 

have unanimously voted to extend their sincere thanks to 

you for your message to our congregation on Sunda;''- , ITov- 

emher 15th. 

The members of the Board have all personally exoressed 

admira,tion for yo'or presentation. We believe that jiou 

strongly influenced the members of our congregation as 

individuals and that the work of our Church in this com¬ 

munity has likev/ise benefited. 

We are grateful to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

The First Presbyterian Church 





701 N.G-reene Street 
G-reensboro 

‘^T .G. 

December 11, 1942 

Dear Robert:- 

Dour last, leoter came on W'ednesdaj, v^lien I gave your mes¬ 

sage to Dr. Dyers he said “Your spirit is like his." Was n’t that fine? 

It was not as fine, however, as a remark you made years ago at iMontreat 

when sorae one referred to.' me in your presence; your words were "Lacy and 

I have been lovers for forty years." I shall prize those words forever. 

Dr. Dyers keeps up his Wednesday niglit prayer meeting and 

has an attendance of from sixty t0‘ eighty. 

Since your last letter was received your dear Lady has sent 

me a bea>u.oiful book by Jolm Liailliard with many inspiring thou'dits, 

sntitled ilealing in the Llame of Jesus" , It was lovely of her to re¬ 

member me in this way. 

I ha,ve found nO' relief from my headaches except such as has 

been given by sedatives. LIy wife and I make it a subject of constant 

prayer but it has not seemed good to the loving Father to remove the 

pain. Hy Duke specialist does not give much hope of a cure. If my"thorn" 

is allowed to remain I hope I may learn to say v/ith Paul "Dost gladly 

therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities that the power of Christ 

may rest upon me ." 

It was good to know that you had the joy of the compan¬ 

ionship of your daughter from England with her three little children. 

I hope you have good nev/s from her husband. 

With constant remembrance. 
A1way s affee tionately, 
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EIGHT LARCHMONT AVENUE 

LARCHMONT, N. Y. 
Dec.14, 1942 

Dear Robert; 

Lide and I are not sending out Christinas 
cards this year, but I charge this note with 
its few lines to bear to Emma and you our best 
love and earnest good v/ishes,— and that means 
Constance and her fledglings also. 

lour letter, with its account of your 
work among the ministers of the church in the 
v/est and south brought me great joy. How wide 
that work has been, and I doubt if any work 
could be more intensive and truly strategic. 
"They shall bring forth fruit in old age" 
seems not wholly to apply to you, for no one 
could accuse you of "old age", but another 
verses q:jfes; "His leaf also shall not wither, 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper". As I 
wTite that, I think of the Si.^ift Diamond, the 
bam, tramping horses, half a dozen happy 
youngsters (oiirselves included) lying on our 
backs in the hay, reciting together the First 
Psalm before we dropped to sleep. 

My next course is at Marietta^ Ohio, 
where they want tlie series on Light on the 
Practice of Prayer from the Example of Jesus 
(Jan.3-8), follo¥/ed by Sunday, the 10th, in 
Passaic, New Jersey, v/here I talk to the 



young people on Alpine Heights and 
Religious Experience, a thing I very 
much enjoy doing, "IF”,— there is always 
an "if", as the Apostle James warns: in 
this case, IF I get over this cold that 
has been hanging on me and threatening 
all my goings. 

The young people of the church in 
Lakeville might need such a talk as mine 
for one of their lighter and yet serious 
evenings. In process of climbing forty 
of the principal Alps and nineteen of 
the Rockies over 14,000 ft. in altitude 
some things have occurred to me which 
interest young people, and I take no 
honorarium. Of course purpose is in 
large part selfish in this, for I want 
to see the Speersi 

Hoping Emma has fully recovered from 
her fall, and ’with best greetings to 3’’0U 
all. 

Youi's ctionately, 



NATIONAL MISSIONS AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. U. S. A. 

THE INTERMOUNTAIN AREA, 1382 WESTMINSTER AVENUE 

WM. CROSBY ROSS. REPRESENTATIVE SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

Dr* Robert E. Speer, 
Somewhere in His service, 
The United States of America* 

My dear Dr* Speer 

There has come to my desk a copy of 
GEORGE BOWEN OF BOMBAY by Robert E* Speer ’’with the com¬ 
pliments of the author” which looks most interesting and 
inviting to one who is compelled to stay home for a few 
weeks by order of the railroads and Uncle Sam’s soldiers. 

Ma.y I therefore take this opportunity to write 
my sincere a,ppreciation of your kindness and to thank you 
for the remembrance of .those happy days recently spent 
in the Intermountain Area* The reading of this book will 
bring back the priceless memories of a fellowship which 
only Christian service can bring into one’s life. 

Our men and women continue to express their 
appreciation of the Seminars and you will never know hov/ 
much good God did thru our leaders to these lonely hearts. 
Such spiritual food will carry them thru me^ny days of 
hard work and witnessing for our Lord. 

With the best of the Christmas wishes to you 
and yours, I am. 

Ever your friend, 

V/m. Crosby Ross. 

December 15th, 1942* 



■ i .'■■V v \ 1 
S' / 

. 1 

5.'1 

'' »*'J ’ i ' 

’■'iV • I 

'(■ 
7 . f V' ,• 

;f:-v 
•AA ■', ’"f - f ' " 

' * * /. * ■ ■»' 

• 

•4- ' • ib’ ^ T. ♦ 

'13;" -:•.■>.' ;,.■ 

^ \\ • >: 

'' ( 

.■\**:,\ff''V-‘7' s < i* 



The F'^ophits. 

Ti’he^r ar3 loft3^ souls that stanl apai-t ,lth3 ^ouutair p.^ahs r3:noto 

Ard tha storms of fate that veil their heads cjill ard rest- 

„ . rict their throats. 
"^ut,as deep ir the mourtairs buT-r>ir^p heart the fires of mature -lor, 

'Till their pe-^t up pov/er rerds the rocks,and the molten lavas flow, 

Thes speak their truth v/ith a ‘burning zeal,in a messa.'e seemi'ep 
veiled, 

And careless thotless one who hear,sae^,'The d'-'^ amers l''^eam has 
Pg i 1 <3 ^, 

^ut truth is etsrnal.lt still shines on,Its radia^'t glory hums 

'Till out of the Crypt its guiTin- light,the tide of traff'ic 
turns. 

The stainless seed from The -Treat V.hite Throne gathers the 
crim.son dew 

From Broken hearts and bleeding hands,-it falls and is los*! 
to view. 

Some snatched by birds,.:ome choked b^^- thorns , some • wasted on 
stonTT- hill . 

But the Hundred fold from the fallow ground witlrlheuaastidl 
will The Hastens 
storehouse fill. 

The^’’ stand at last in btoken haze,as the evening light shines 
thrji 

Their lifted eyes reflect the light,to others seemin'" nev/. 

Faith glimpses ths ladder raised aloft,vhose summit w^anTdes 
heaven, 

Descendiding angels bring the gifts that to martyr souls are 
giv'n. 

Then, some grand day the Chariot comes v.'ith its steeds^ of fla- 
m.ing light, 

The flesh ma^^ fall,but fee ransomed soul speeds on its,up, r 14. 
" ^ ward flight. 

The "orld builds a monument where the bodv fell ir its bat- 
tie long, 

But the vict ’ ry was v;on that dag^ when the soul sac; and condem- 
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Htjoh F. Dickson 

RHODES HAVERTY BUILDING 

ATLANTA 

December 22, 1942. 

Dear Dr. ^peer; 

Merry Christmas to Mrs. Speer and your good sel<ffi 

I am forever grateful for the fine influence which 
you have been upon my life and want you always to know that. 

Vfith great respect and high esteem. 

Faithfully yours. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
ijakeville. Conn. 





FROM THE OFFICE OF 

HUGH F. DICKSON 

RHODES-HAVERTY BUILDING 

ATLANTA October 13, 1942, 

John A. Holabird, i^sq., 
S33 lj« JUichigan Avenue. 
OhicagOf Ills* 

i)«ar Colonel liolabird* 

In reading some of Dr. Robert B. SDoer*« wvi-n.,. - 
day or ao ago I found somethinr ivhioh I felt ^ 
pl*M«l to read. I have tidc^it out of dJ! S^w-rT^ "xn 
We"in hie "Christian Realities". ^ ^ 

been our I Course, that you know Dr. Speer. He has 

!l”^r;:^“"t^Sut°f ‘"^**'* '® -retired. 

Pre.hyteri«. Ch„^c^X‘'f^kr:L!’'Xio^sl:v e 

priortolia ptssiSnw/^h'Ts?^ sS?* 

ior^orting revelation ?rL that“greatf 

.+ *1- «* *, Z^®" ^ Washington I called to see if you were 
Jo’>» l>»t was sorry that you were not. 1 see that it 

ftinri m ^ think I can appreciate some of the very 
fundamental troubles which constantly consent you in that coLt^ction. 

good wishes. alwSl“® *‘'6** ®»"®®» ®“®®®t 

Faithfully yours. 
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ye«re ago there was a boy named WiXliam Holablrd who died in 
epid^o at the Hm School. He was captain of the eleven and 

He Sto^ at the head of hia claes and i^as the leadinp Chriatian 
lad in the sohool. He waa aa popular ae a boy could be. He had been the 
runner-up for the golf ohaiqr,ionehip of the Wwt the yea^ beforfhe die^ on 
the threahold of what bade fair to bo one of the rieheat livea of our day 
Dr. keiga aaid that in all hia experionoe aa a achoolmaater he had not ^ 
a peraonali^ rarer and finer than "Uanqr" Holabird. Mr. Led. ^e tS 

h* after "Manur'a* death. Lhe 
standing talking with a group of his frionda. He was 

telling them an unclean story. Suddenly he waa aware that the atorv woJ^ld 
not There ...as toe little group listoning to him just aa it h^bZ t 

something had happened. It seemed L toe W 
timt his mind oould not think of the rest of the story and his line 
bMllrhli Suddenly, turning around, ho found WilllL Holabird stf^i^ 
boaide him. He had not seen him before, but he had felt SOTiethinf oomiM 
upon him that made it impossible for toe unclean thing to go on.^A UviL 
^luenoe had gone out. "Oea, Mr. Weed, ” the boy said, "I wish yoi ooul^ 
have seen kaany look at me. It out mo like a knife.'" More really indeed 

aa if it had been a knife of steely for the boy had felt the knife of a 
oloar« pure, personal spirit cleave home to th© core of his life. 

REALITIESS 

(Page 180) 

Dr* Robert E, Speer 
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